
The Kindergarten Day

(
Arrival and Dismissal:
Kindergarten is an all-day program from 8:00 a.m. to 3:10 p.m. You may drop off your child at the doors by the parking lot.  Please do not drop them off at the front door.  All students may arrive as early as 7:30 but are to go directly down to the cafeteria.  They will be released at 7:45 to walk to their classrooms.  If you bring your child after 8:00 they receive a tardy for that day.    

The children will be dismissed at 3:15pm.  While the weather is nice, we will have dismissal outside.  I will walk the Kindergarteners across the street where they will sit in a line waiting for your car to go through the pick-up line.  We will guide them to their cars as soon as they are close enough.  Please do not park and come to pick up your child in the line.  If the weather is not permitting, we will have the children sit inside the hallways by the parking lot door and we will dismiss them when you arrive in the pick-up line.  

(
Lunch: The children will eat their lunches in the cafeteria.  A monthly menu of hot lunches will be in their take-home binders.  All lunches are to be paid for in advance.  You may send the money in a sealed envelope marked Ram’s Café with your child’s name.  Children will be allowed to choose their own lunches from the offered selections.  On each day there will be a main entrée listed.  If your child does not want the main entrée for that day, he/she may choose either Chicken Nuggets, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Salad, or Soup.  To help children in making this decision, you may want to review the selections with your child in the morning.  On special days, you may want to eat lunch with your child.  This is allowed but we ask that you avoid bringing fast food for it violates our Wellness Policy.  
(
Snack Time: The kindergarten schedule has an afternoon snack.  In order to avoid confusing snacks with lunches, please send the snack in a separate bag and discuss with your child what their snack is that day.  Please do not bring any drinks for snack.  I will give them several drink breaks during their snack for a chance to drink some water.  I strongly urge all parents to send a snack every day as our lunch is very early (10:45 am).

(
Rest Time:
Kindergarten classes have a 30-minute rest time each day. Please send a bath towel/small blanket for your child to place on the floor to make it more comfortable.  This towel will be sent home several times throughout the year to be washed.

(((((
Specials:
Kindergarten participates in all of the special area classes.  *Please have your child wear tennis shoes on PE days.  



Monday:  Spanish and PE


Tuesday:  Music and PE


Wednesday:  Art and Library


Thursday:  Music


Friday:  Computer
Additionally, kindergarten participates in our reading tiers program Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  
*************************************************************

Home-School Communication
(
Daily Binders: Children will bring binders home each day with completed work and parent information.  Please check these folders daily.  Read, complete, and return appropriate papers in this folder.

(
Homework:  During the first month of school, the Kindergarteners will not receive any written homework.  We only ask that you spend at least 15-20 minutes reading daily with your child.  You may also choose to begin working on sight words which will be given to you.  After the first month of school the kids will start to feel comfortable with the school routines and additional homework will be given weekly.  Certain pages of our handwriting book will be assigned.  They will record the pages that are due that week in their take-home binders.  They will get their handwriting notebooks on Monday (or the day the week begins with) and I will collect them back on Friday.  Please work with your child as they work through the handwriting pages focusing on holding the pencil correctly, forming the letters/numbers correctly, etc.  

(
Notes:
Notes are required for the following reasons:



Absences/illness



Early dismissal for doctor appointments



Different person picking student up from school
(
Conferences: Conferences are scheduled two times during the year (one on October 27th, and one in the Spring). All parents are expected to attend in October.  The conferences in the Spring will be optional or as needed.  You may sign up for the October conference at back to school night on September 22nd at 7:00 p.m. These conferences are planned to discuss your child’s progress and offer you ideas on how to help your child succeed.  You are always welcomed to schedule additional conferences by sending a note with your child or calling/emailing me.
Other Important Information

((
Dressing for School: Please refer to the school-wide Dress Code found in the Parent/Student Handbook on pages 40-44.  In cold weather, please dress your child accordingly since we may go outside to play or for a short walk on the school grounds.
(
Medications: The school nurse will administer all medications.  Please contact the nurse if your child is to be given any medicine during school hours.    If your child has asthma, you may want to consider leaving a spare inhaler with the nurse.  Do not send medicine to school in your child’s bookbag. This includes cough drops or “sore throat lollipops”.

Virtus Training: If you intend on being a room parent, helper during field trips, etc. at any point of the year here at school you must become Virtus trained.  Listed below are dates and locations of where you can obtain the training.  


9/8    6:30 pm       Holy Trinity (Paola)

9/10   10:00 am      All Saints (Kansas City) ***this session is conducted in Spanish

9/12   6:00 pm       Prince of Peace (Olathe)

9/13   6:30 pm       St. Ann (Prairie Village)

9/15   6:00 pm       Church of the Nativity (Leawood)

9/20  8:15 am        Prince of Peace (Olathe)

9/22   6:00 pm       Cure of Ars (Leawood)

10/6   12:30 pm      Prince of Peace (Olathe)

10/19  6:00 pm       Sacred Heart (Shawnee)

10/24  6:00 pm       Holy Trinity (Lenexa)
Anyone wishing to attend any of these sessions will need to pre-register at www.virtus.org
** If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  My cell phone number is 913-461-1148.  My e-mail address is baxterrac@stagneskc.org

