Favorite Books for Third-Graders - GreatSchools.org Page 1 of 28

FETICLES & COMMUNITY
2]

Search by keyword
TCTERSTU RY

involued Darents

on o

Rrowse by Grade Fealth & Davelopmen Anzdon

Choose the Righl Sa Cmmrmunty

Favorite Hooks for Third-Graders

I ;FJ

Cir panat of children’s book experis recommends fhese great
books for your third-grader,

FE A Day in the Life of Tomorrow's
Kidds

by Ay Zuckerman and Jimr Daly,

Hlustratad by John Marnders {Dution, 2008
A taliing dou, & housedieaning robot and &
thres-dimensiong "dats ork” are “‘-orxg the
ey that kid

iy
:
(6]

ook at 2030, The breezy narrative follows one bay through &
typical day, highlighting many interesting aspecis of his workd,
Fanciful cartoon drawings show a lively and appealing workd

full of new and intriguing aciivities that correspond nes
s equivaients. Schools are now made from

pasticized

eas feaiures

I

Recra
activities mgude magnetized hovering skateboarde and 2

dHos and & "smart trampoling,

viruat-reality "Fanta-trek Center” Sore social changes are
sy carcer paths and the Incresse o
marrdages belween

different athnicities,

brigtly noted. such &

i

Tabde of Cor
Blotion L nEturel world is not
- msndoned, slihough
many &f the new

interacton with the

All Apnut Friends

wehnologies
eco-friandly

Books Ab ; have

Eooks Ahout the Joy of Reading
components and the
Books About Bchoot o food s all maatless

and delicious. 32
Steven Frz{;eﬁ
School Library
Jdovrnal

Books with Posftive Messages

ghor

-
Classio Ch

Fanlasy Books

Fisloroat Fiotion
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Silliness and Humor

Sports and Gamss

Maniiction
Bingraphies
EBooks About Food
History
Sciencs and Nature

Seasonal Books

Besgf Friends for
Frances

by Russell Hobar,
dlusirated by Lillan
Hoban (Harpay
Colling, 1968}
Frances can't
naging belng
friends with her lithe
sister Gloria untll she
is exciuded from the

ali-hovs basaball
Sports and Gamss game. To her

i
3

surprise, Glona

Mest Our Experts
it can she aver be

2 best

friend? if vour child enjoys this book, introduce her o

afer stoies in this seres ncluding A Birthday for Frances.
EEEES
Feading Level: Grades 2-3, Read o Seif. PES Bookfinder

The Facts and Ficfions of Minne Pray

by Fatrigia Mackachian (HamerCollins Children's Books,
20043

Minna grows up with some odd Triends and relatives,
Macl.achlan's stordes are 2 rarily In ®0day's children's books —
simple, gentle teles of ohildren who manage 10 be reasonably
nice kids without being insipld. Minna Praft is an amazingly
dedighiful book, a book that makes vou smille all through it 2
ook that mekes vou want o know all of the characters in real
e 144 pages.

Read the somplete review on the Common Sense Media Wab

site.

Fead Aloud: Ag v Rezd Alone! Ages B,

Comnon Sense Media

Genrge amd Marthe

by James Marshall (Houghlon Miflin Company, 18743,
George and Marthe are two hilarious hippo filends who
invariably qst themselves into sticky situations. Your child will
iove finding cut whal happens when George does not like the
spilt pea soup that Marths has made for Rim in "Split Pea
Soup,” st one of the five humorous stotles it this collaction,
48 poces.

Third-grader Read to Sglf PEES Bookdinder

Hedgie's Surprise

by Jan Bratt (Pumam Juvenfis, 2000).

Henny wants @ raise Hile chicks, but an &f keaps stealing her
egys before they haich. Your ohild wil be surprised to tearn
hiow her friend Medgle helps Henny scare of the bothersome
alf once and for all Make a spedal point (v draw your young
o's gtteniion 1o the nearky hidden pictures that border sach
page of this hook. 32 pages

ot

Third-grader Read o & Bookiipder

& Lefter o Amy

hitp://www . greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625
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ty Ezea Jack Keals (Puffin, reprint edition, 1998)

n this classic book about flendship, Peter has a faling-out
with his friend Amy. Pelar fears the worst - that Amy will not
come o his birthiday party. Children will relate (o this storv's
themes, and Ezra lack Keals's coliage Blusirations will Intrigus
children and parents alike, 32 pages.

Fleading Level Grades 2.3, Raad o Seif. PRE Bookiinder

Eeeffafuna

by Janell Cannon {(Harcourt Children's Books, Aprit 30, 18633
Stefisluna i @ baby fruit bat hapoily fying along with her
mother whan an owl attzcks. The poor e bat s knookad oul
of her mother's grasp and lands in 2 birds’ nest. The mother
bird acoepts Steflplung as fong as she acts Hke & bird, nota
hat. Soon enough. Stellaluna leams 1o ea bugs and slop
hanging by her ket When she fnially has g chancs lo show
her bird sibiings, Pip, Flulter and Flap, what Be as a bat in lke,
and
@ in g

ihey a&re left 2l in 2 muddle: "How can we be so differe
zel 5o muoch alike?” one asks, Anvane who has aver b

position where thay can't be whe they really ars will refaie o

Sieflzlung’s predicament. Cannon's award-winning #Hustrations
canvey the nocturnal world beautiully. Readers will be

anchantad b}
friendshin &

Ak with Bs ms%ageq of arceptancs,
& pages. Pauling Harvly

That's What Friends

by Florence Parry Belde and Svylvia Van Chef, flustrated by
Haoby Meads (Candewich, 2003

Thaodore, the umbering elaphant, hurts his 18g so badiy he
can't walk o he edge of the forest o mast his cousin. Wil his
ends’ advice halp hin solve bis pmb!em, or does he nead

7 The collages of painiad papser and repeating
text patiarn wil rmake this rapring 0? the 1968 classic ane of

your child's fEvoriies, 4{11833:
Grades 2.3, Rear o Saif. PBS Bookiinder

Fairy Tale Faasis: ¢ Literary Cookbook for Young Readers

written by Jane Yolen and Heldi B, Slemple, Hustrated by
Philipps Beha {Crocodile Books, 2008).
Jane Yolen reteils familiar fairy tales in g bvisf and lively sivle.
while her daugitar, {:o—audmr & Stemple, pairs them with &t
ieast one kid-friendly recips that connects with the story's
Heme or references. For e.«(dfﬁ{.) .
& racine or "Wﬁpkis; farts, W??Eit" N
@ recipe for pancakes,
are divided nte four sections: breakiagt
dessert, The colorful Hustrations ¢
ritas provide sdditional in
the stories and thelr orlgins, Adull su
iy for completing the recipes. but this
i whols family o share s reading and aating

cate:

wil

iz maiched Wtih { courae,

ceralion on m

vision

ook wold

greal wa
experience. 197 pa
Heading grade lavel 3, nlerest grac

BgEs.

Henw o Make an SApols Pie and See the ¥

http:/fwww greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/62 5/26/2011



Favorite Books for Third-Graders - GreatSchools.org Page 4 of 28

by Marjorie Priceman {Dragonfly Books, 1988).

A voung haker ravels the wotld o ind the finest ingredianis for
her apple ple. On her foumey, she infroduces the reader to
aultures and products from around the globe, After the raw
ingradients are prepared for the pie, the baker invites children
from around the world to shars it with har. The recipe is
nchsded at the end of the book, PBE Baokhi

Sooks About the Joy of Heading

Frindis

oy Andrew Clements, llustrated by Brian Selznick (Alsgdin,
194881

Whaer ciaver vet precocious Nick decides o fnvent a new word
for pan, 3 puts him al odds with bis no-nonsanses teacher, &
stickler for grammar and proper word usage. Whal begins as g

classroom duel over the usage of the word "findle.” sacaiains
e & natonal word oraze. Kosha Roach

Fand You and Don't Forget Who What is
& Pronoun?

by Brdan P Cleary, ilustrated by Brign
{Lerner Publishing Group, 20043,
gils & slory in yhyme, using
diffevent types of pronouns, leading children o become more
a0t o remember what pronouns ere. The colorfyl flustrations

s funny monserlke creatures taking part in evervday

activitias, th:ﬁs%ﬁ'g Chednes

Swumner Reating fs Killing fae

by Jon Scieszka, iflustrated by Lane Simith {Puffin, 20007

Thiz inslaliment of the popular Time Warp Trio serles s

homage to some of the bestever summer reading lists. Sam

Frad and Joe happen © have in thelr possessicn & bona fide
time fraveling book, When one of the boys abserimindediy

puts their summer reading list in the book, thay find themselves

i the ridst of a Berary beittie of evil against good! Krisha

by Margaret Paterson Maddbe, lusirated by Mark Elliodl,
{Shnon & Schastaer, 2007

Diaxter is fough! On the firgt day of school, he lashes out when
he rips and the other kids laugh at him, He punches another
kid In the bathroom. But ke so many kids with & gruff
demeanor, Dexder B atling out because of a painful
aircumsiance at homa, HMe learns 1o express his emotions

baceuse of & cifiad teacher and a wriling assignment. | ean
o g — feelings come
haatthy way %f;} a0t

think of no

niher - and ﬁnd%ﬂez 3

bullied, or who can be 100 ough with ofhers, 144 papes.
Danisfle Marshall and the Kids' Team i Powslle com

Mapping Fenny's World

http:/Awww. greatschools.org/c gi-bin/showarticle/62 5 &/26/2011
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by Loreen Leady (Owlet Paperbacks, 2003
Lisa's class is leaming how o make maps in
school. For a homework assignment, she
dacides to make a map of har dog Penny's
world, She includes the places where Penny
likes to hide her toys and the best walking

rattes, This fun story will also help your child

iearn about the inporlant fealuras of mans.
37 pages, PES Bookiindst

Lo fiarinnss

sco diménez, Hustrated by Simén

Houghion Mifllin, 1998

La f\mupmm is o beautifully Hustrated book
about suthor Francisce Jiménaz’s childhond

as a miember of 8 Mexdcan migrant farm

family. Young Francisco prepares him

English-only first gra

tanguage. As bacomeas more and mors

uncertain if he will ever lsarm bnglish, lsamio read orfind a

irdend. However, Bis beautiid drawings of buttertiies help b
vin over the class Dully and hegin to transcend the barriar of

language. Krisha Roach

Thark Yeour, Mr Falley

1 8858).

olaceo describes what Lwes iilke o be unable t© read
2. Bhe was tauied by clpssmates and plagued
self-doubt until & teacher finally recognized that

& AEsuTance and help she

5. PHES Bookfindsy

By Fatricia Polacog {Philomel,

Eooks with Pogitive

Are We Thore Yor?

Hane/Miller Book Py L 2GOE.

-isoen authe Hlustrator, has
w Australia for young readers,
Thrauoh the eves of S-year-old G}s'ac& we tag aiong for 8 sixe
montl fourney around Austre

oy Aliso
Alison e

: Australian

writters @ lovely infreduct

ia with her family. 3% pages.
Krisha Roach

the Galtant Pig

/ lineis em;aum ermﬁana%éy
Qm»a&m{?w and at imes zu i
line sketches, byl they suoplem
ssion Globe-Horn Book Honor,

nlets review on the Comman Sense Media Web

& e

SHE

wd Resding Level Agss Read

stray but
& forcna o

hittp:/fwww, greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/62 5 5/26/2011
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deal with the absence of her mother and &
father who is absorbed in ks work, One day
she swmbles upon a stray dog in the Winn-
Dide grocery and s love ot first sight. Opal
adopls the dog and he helos her make
friends with people that the own-dolks have
labalsd as strange and different. This s a
heautifid story about friendship, forgivaness,
apd tolerance, Jennifer Thompson

The Conguerors

by David Mckes (Andersen Press, 2005,

Imagine an army that is treated so well by the country i
mrvadas that it ioses i will to contuer. This one deserves o
piace alongside Seuss’s The Buller Batlle Book. His the kind of
walt toltd story that parents can refer back to during gifficudt
conversations or vears. The artwork is subtie and
the meassage i3 tmeless: Love is always more fun
pages. €@ Parenis’ Cholcs

than war, 32

fizre fo Dream!

by Card Sommar; Busirated by Jorgs Martinez, Oreg Buowing

and Kennon Jameas (Advance Publishing, 20071

By fistening to stortes told by his father and grendparants, 2

young boy learns how choices can lead 1o overcoming

adverséiy. The lives of Abraham Lincoln, Seorge Washingion
arver, Ben Frankli i ied, 48

elen Kellar are highi

pagas. Chilkren's Choloes

Lream: & Tale of Wonder, Wisdom, &
Wishes

fy Busan V. Bosak, Hustrated by v
arlists (TOP Prass, 20047
Children are whisked away on a vibrant
ourpey of hopes and dreams. The book's
message, o embrace your dreams, is old
trough poetic verse and the beautiful artwork of 15 celebrated
Hustrawrs, 40 pages. Chiklrer's Choloes

Gilds Joves, Psyohic Investigator

by dennlfer Alison (Puffin Books, 2006},

fove ovar Mancy and
ey fower

f ers's & new grime-solving gir
oyoal When her leacher asks
what she is doing for the summer, Gilda tslis he clags she's
going o San Francisco o work on & noval, OF course, this lsn'l
true. but that dossn't stop owr infrepid heroine, After willng g
niarious leter of Intoduction, she manages 1o score & Fip o
visil her mother's estrangsd relalive, and she's off {o San
Francisco to win the hearts of her unknown family. Things dont
guite tumn cut the way she expects, however, Her uncle iz cold
and distant, as is his daughter - a cousin she didn't know she
had, in thelr amazing "patrded lady” house, 2
o of them in 2 state of feay, and Gilde's peye

i by name s G

ret hotds the

niuition telis
her that its thme 1o investigate. 321 pages. Kapler's Books

5z Dpasr of Darls Chuchic

i

by Lioye Alexands
This book is the awthor's a8, & rousing, delig

(Horry Holl & Company, ?U@?)

it advantyre,

http://www . greatschools.org/cgi~-bin/showarticle/62 5 5/26/2011
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There's g falr amount of vinlence here, some rather brutal,
Hough none graphically described. Many deaths ooour by &
variety of weapons and methods, and 2 major character is
baaten unconscious, Famifies can (sl about the popdar
iitarary theme of setling ol indo ths world 1 ing one's fortune.
Do people really do that? Do you expect o one day? s there a
modars sguivatent that, perbaps, involves less violence? 306

te raview on the Cormrion Sense Media Web

Fubfisher's Recommeanded Reading Leval Ages G+, Read

I @+, Read Alone: 8+ Common Sanse Media

Hachiko Walts

by Leslea Mewman
Kadatra (Henry Mol
This Japansse siary of a dog whosa devolion
inspired & nation s an deal bridge from piclure
books 1o chapter books. Short llostrated

straied by Machive
()

chapiers, author's notes, and  glossary honor
2 faitiﬁfu% Addia that met the commuter rain from Shibuys
Station avery alternocon for 18 vears, patiently waiting for 2
rmaster who never retumesd. Newman's fouching siory can't be
read or reard without tears and a true understanding of the

2 Hall, dlustrated k

o7

Ry
il‘»
o3
iy
s
Es}

Nak;yama {E”ﬁ@iﬁ?ﬁ internationai, 188G

Piib is ased on the jourmney

Hiformia himpha .
s Bl way back to the ses with

wilewick, 20025
Yes, Judy is a third-grade girl bui she is very
ueh the tomboy and bovs love this seres
as reh as girds, The sedes does a great ob

af captivating unmotbvated readers who sre

migkin

wi e ansiion into chapter bo

Children will relate to Judy's constant dilsmmas and will laugh
wary throush the Book as Judy come

£
H

upr with t?\@ ety

irriguing soiutions o g Ruch a5 ha
kid who asts nasie

Trompson

s fromy Rapunze!

Codling, 2067,

This is & biitersweel and upliting story of 2 yous
with the fact that her father 3 hosp
depression. "Rapunze!” fyau don'l learn her real name un
and of the hook) comes home ane day o find the lights off ang
orying. Soon he's
s {alk aboyt it
By chance, she finds o i1 her father's c?m add

a post office box. She wities to this post office box, hoping #
r1 tusr father was wiiling o wi¥ befo her understand

Hred for cliricat

her fatt s fmvortte red chalrn, ©

e ey mother re

Wi ough her letiers, this navel is

http:/fwww . greatschools.org/egi-bin/showarticle/625 526/2011
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poignant and emotionally raw, "Rapunzel" is the type of
characiar you immediately bring inlo your heart, Her humor,
courage and intel E:gcﬁcm wiil resonate with the reader. 184

by Jarry Spinelll (MarperColling Children's Books, 2003)
s moving, funny, lyrical and has powerful appeal There is 5o
nere that a family, or g class, could spend
alking it over, which is why it is already a favorite with

n groups, Two of the biggest topics are what i means

much o discu

wirtart and what i maans o grow up, Try combining i
as Wids Awske, of one
about not growing up, such as Pefer Pan. 218 pagss,

& movie about growing up. su

d the complete review on the Common Sen

Alsud: §+, Hoad Alone; 9+ Commaen Sense

Faint the Wind

by Parm Mursoz Ryan (Scoholastio Press, 2007,

Uniguety twid by weaving together the adventures of Tiyear
ol Maya with those of Atemsia, a wild horse in the remiote
Wyamning wilderness, this is o beautiful coming-of-ags story
aboui relationshis and making tough decisions, With the
death of her grandmother, Maya s thrustinto a2 itally foreign
¢ Accustomed 0 2 vigid and formal urban household,
Mava suddenly nds herself on a rural ranch surrcundse by

faving and Mrmg peonie, Artemessia, who runs in a hard nesy
hMayva's
narss mu?zzm;}

iz glso forced Mo & new situation when 2
o e rest of her hord,

LHesovenng Hne enciher,
sted under severs condil

15, 1
7 st of Web sites deabng with the subject of

Americs make this 2 mustread for any horge o
keplar's Books

The Penguin's Perll: Taylor-Made Tales

s
BE

by kllen Miles (Scholastic, 2007
Jason's teachar, Mr. Tavior, ioves a

challenge. Give him five ohiscts and he'l

into & story of his own
en Jason gives Mr.
"uitimate challenge” list — 2 pencuin, 2 polar bear, a caclus
haseball — he anthrafls the class with an

v the

guicksand ang
arclic adventure. Mesnwhile, in Jason's tday-o-day life, he has

e fmke fak frovn his classmates when they fnd out that be

ioves 1o cook. And he just can'l seem to convinee s chef dad
o fet hirm help out al the family reslaurant. Both storfes end

s dad and ria

happihy - aspecially wh sriale

taste of kis signature sandwich, the Amazin’ Jason The
Fanoguin's Fedl s a msiament o the power of
will inapre young readers o be tue to themssbvas. 110 pages
Click here fo buy the book on Powalls.com,

Sheila Ashdown and the Kids' Team at Powells com

l:[mii; ng and

Fipase Write in This ook

http://www. greatschools.org/egi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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by Mary Amato, liustrated by Eric Bracs (Holiday House,
2008).
Msa. Wuriz hides a book in the writer's corner, inviting her

ind thelr way Inte £ Children's

book will appeal to & wide range of ages.
{15 story of materialism verses charity
addrasses the value of giving ang .
ancaurages chifden 1o reach out o help others. The story of 5
uraedy king and the lesson he learns helps chiidren get
perspective on what s important. Dartens Kenny

The Gilimaker's Jownsy

an (Orchard, 2008},
equel 1 The Quilimaker’s Gift.
i designed watercolor

ilusirations add drama and e fo the slory

of & youns waalthy child who, ong

the needy. Another polghant me
lans Kenny

zswaqe for children of a

by Lauren Ml

Readers, 1901

This is & heartwarming story ©
commuily comes togather fo help Minna, a
Hitile givt who so badly wanis (o g
sehool byt has no oos

with death and poverty in & resl and positive way with & loving
softion. s ¢ her tale about

love andd goodwil,

Darlene Kanny

sepcinr Bose

DY Jerame Nois

ltustrated by Kadir Nal
(Harcourt Brace, 2003

Molen and Nelson give us & spunky covwin
haroine of the Weet who names herself
Thimg nse. Rose g resourceld and

and no chatller
stampeding catile, drought, lomadoes, hooigans nor

desperadons. With a sweet disposition, sassy piglaiis and a
can de eiflude, Rose's story stretthes both the imaginat

ner, it

il

he vocabulary. D, Jan LaBonty

Faoor Charlis Buckst is pra reing to death, but his luck

http://www . greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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zhanges for the better when he wing a lifelime supply of candy
and a chance (o visit Willy Wonka's fabulous, fop-sacrat
chocolats factory. This charming, rreverant iale, one of Roaid
Dahl's besl, has caplivated children for more than thiry vears.
In the best fairy-dale radiion, Dabl doesn' bide the fact that the
world can be a grim and unfalr place, Charlle's depressing it
of poverly 2t the beginning of the novel reflects this bisak visw,
But, also in the best falry-tale tradition, Dabl anpeals to the
sirong sense of nptural justice in childrer, and nvites them o
ravel i a marvelously inagined world where peopis, both C-eod
and bad, gel exactly what they deserve, 176 pages.
Reaad the complate review on the Common Sense Medis Wab
sie.
Read Aloud: Ages 5-8. Head Alone: Ages 612,
Cornrnon Sense Madia

Half Magic

a7 {Oxford Universily Press, 2000, orginally
;}ub!'ff—z?m{j ‘m 1 f:rf-:‘a

Half Magic wa

ga House of s day. As if wizardry

racters fake on mulliple

ical prowess thay nasd fom
a found coin. The kids devise clever ways o ulilize the coin's

capacity and the rasult

ol and captivating skory, I
& g;,'l;k tHare are seversl

Momer Frice

by Robert MoGloskey {Pulfin, reissue 1878, originally published
it ;’44’%}
Homer Price’s six sidespliting exploits included hers will keen
vour chilld reading and roliing In the aisles, Author of many
wonderful bocks, inchiding "*‘C" awart-winning Make Way for
Dusldings and Blusherriss for Saf, Hobert MeCloskey was truly
ingnirad by s funiny bone wihen b 160
Lageas.

Danielie Marshal and ihe Rids' Team ai Powells

{

Liftle House in the By Woods

{Harperal

oy Lanrg Wilder, Hustraled by Garth Wil

Chiidsesny's Books, 2007

Litfte House In The Big Woors s o classic reborn with great

Hustrations by Garth Willams, New readers and those familiar

with Laura imzaEiq and her family will love following slong as
HER in the s of the e family of

iorwart, fun read with & child's
‘s great o see Lawrs and her
sisters iake simple ;i@a&;w{: >§aymz ith thefr dolls, making
homemads goodies and istering 1o thalr father's stories. Lawa
ingalis s & kid who loves o help her family, is sfraid of wolves
aned frates her "poring” brown halrn She lives m a lillle bouss in
the blg woods where she and ner

ws work hard st their
many chores, ming fial me &nd pa. go 1o schood ab s ong

i of Fontier adveniures, 256 pages,
review on the Commaon Sa

L
75

?@aﬁ Aloud: Ages B-12. Head Along, Ages %12
Common Sen

http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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Peter Pan

by JML Barris (HarparFestival, 2003,

The original Ianguage is rich, and the siory, so much a pan of
s children to dream, Some of the racial o

gender starectypes, typfcal

240 paoes.

Read the complete review on the Commaon Sense Media Wab

site,

Fublisher's Recommendad Reading

Aloud: 8+, Read Alone: 10+ Comm

aur culiurs, nspire

e, will need expianation.

avel Ages S%» Read

Habbit Hill

by Robert Lawson (Puffin, reissue 2007, 0
70443

NBRIres gisous
[BOes.
Dandelle Marshall and the Kids' Team at Powells com

The Whee! On the Sohood

by Meindert Dejong, tlustrated wive Senviak (Hamer
Trophy, 1972}
Setin Holland in a Uny fishing villege

and her classmates, Aller doing some

e story of Ling

carch for & school

i {iéﬁ@rmﬁ@ﬁé o lurg storks back o thelr vl

00 uck t?zs, bk wion the 1

The Watves of Willoughby Chass

t)y Joan Alken, Hustrated by Pat i\f'ar'%’tci’: {Dall Yaarling, 19871
st pid b‘ shad in 1983, The Wolves iy Chaze

possessas all the atrtbhules that mak@ & book

vou went o pass dows (o he next gansy

e )
Syivia, residents estate in the 18t century, are it
it tha care of & cry
o holiday, i

thalr croe e

rnass white thelr parents are away

iy hetieve what s I“aw!—n ng fe
sefyants are dismissed, o

furniture sokd and the giffs sentiv s m‘i%f@«i;m srgham scémeé.
Full of mirigue and mystery, this is 2 book for 2 srong reader
and 1% guarantsed o ransport thes hier thme and placs.

and the Kids' Team st Powels oo
Fantasy Books

Hone #3: Eves of the Stonm

by Jefl Smi 2phix, 20063
Fane Bone,

haracter, hides frorm the ral craatures

and his human frisnd,
?m,vzza) Thils graphic novel
weaves ogether intdgue and humor, 187 paces. Chikiren's

with Gran'm
Thormn (who ?maﬁs ot ghe s

The {astle Uorong

http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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by Bharon Cresch, illustrated by David Diar (HarperColling,
2007

This iz a clevey, fun fairvigle with posilive messages. Therg s
mild fairyiaie violenca and of course, budding romanace. A
storyielter telis & story in which parents and siblings die and
{hiaves are killed: lhf“ kliimgx are shown as unjust. Families can
talk about being grateful and what the charec‘ws fsamead about
the responsibiiifies st come with pri
princess 50 unhapoy? Why werent riches ancugh for the
royals? How did the peasants feel about the rovals once they
mat them? 338 pagas.

Read the complete review on the Common Sense Meadia Web

ue, Why was the

blisher's Recommended Reading Levsl Ages 812, Read
I B+, Flead Alone: 8+ Common Bense Media

Gidforella (As I You Didn't Afreadly Know the Btory}

by Barbwira Ensor (Random House, 2008},

Thig version of e familizr story allows givls 1o conneotl with
Cinderella as they dive deep into the Hife of a fainr-tale
princess. The moder-day twist allows the readers 1o hear the
siory in & untgue and inferesting way. 128 pages. Children's
Choices

How for Traln Your Sregon

by Cressids Cowel (Litde, Brown Books for Young Readers,
2005

This story of
ciief, is filled wit

Alooe- mr ol
S LI

yi Horrendous Maddook i

stighitly rude humor that often appesis o

s Clsvelr wordsm

NG SOGAYeS reauals I
igis of & scrawny boy and his exirpordinardly small
224 pages. Childran's Cholces

frr the foe Ags: Ardrew Lost 2

by .G, Greenburg {Stepping Stons,

he Andrew Lost
sictrene and Judy must oa

installment of ¢

it

i the [oe Age. Thay use thelr crealive probism.
kills o escaps om seberdoothed tigers and make

s with 2 group of [ce Age peopls, all while avoiding the
ciutehes of the evil Dogtor Kron-Tox. This book has it all
adveniurs, humor and e super-smart robot named Thudd who
peppers the story with rue fagts abow the loe Age. 85 pages.

Click hars 10 buy

& s U

hotk on Powstlscom,

1 ost Powedle oom

Shatls Ashdown and the Kids

Hrpdghts of the Kiichen Table

by Jon Scieszia (Puffin, 2004)
This first book in the Time Warp Tio Series is
an naginative and humorous raad. The book

1 thres boys ol

begins a birthday.
Dine of the presents happens & E}Q @ book with

i8]

g carg that slates, "Be careful what vou ¢

for.” Ones the boold s openad, the boys are iransnooed back
i ihe tme of knighis, glants s

red dragons, I you entoy
s is = must

adverniure and larsasy raad: Jennifsr Thompson

htip://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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Lost Tregsure of the Emerald Eye, Gerosima Btilion
Serles,

oy Geronimo Stilton (Scholastic, 2004).
s sefies s & favorite for boys who are reluciant readers. Hip
language and vocabulary, culiurgl refersnces, muli-colored

forts, coioriul Hlusirations and maps are hoth eve calching and
mintivating ors for young readers. Geronime Stilon is a

& popuiar newsnane!

hy interastng shu
vars o freasure map, wh

avel to a faraway island in search
bmerald Eve. Wil 2 hurricans stop them or a sinking boat?

Yaou st read o ind out Jennifer Thompson

The MoElderry Book of Grirmms

alry Talps

bv Emme Chichester Clark, illustratad by Saviowr Pirotiz
Simon & SchusterMargarat K MoEldemry, 9@6 )

iy Ergdand in 2002, 1

cofiection of 10 Grimims' ales inchudes hoth the wal \ RO

"The Sieesing i ’?%m Hoga) "Th

"The Magic

id the loss fam

First pubiis

Goldan-Halred Girlin

- “Litte

House™ {

Viouss and Lazy Cat" "Thee Swang and the Brave

six Swansg:, and "The Magic Bear and the
hite and Hose Red), P:mtis.z’s
fraighiforward and collonuis! without soft-

i of he stories {(evil witches getl
siing rodenis get eater and g
handsoma prince i the guise of 3 frog winds up inthe bed of g
princass). ... 128 pagas Parents’ Choing

hurnad at the slaka, tra

Janeg ‘{Umn & proific, zw,
satected and reworkad th stones from Ohing, Germany,
freland, Afghanistan, Findand, Angola and more. This anthology
for bovs servas o remid us of the virtlue ngih without
force. Yolen has writien a similar antho . , Mot One
Damsel in Distress: World Folktales for Strong Girls, 128
sages, K

= Roach

by Barry You

20043,

When 1Ti-year-old Duncan Peckle's carents take an

uynexpeciad vacation, he is el in the temns

rots, definitely sccentric Undle Dudls
ad that include enchantments, elixirs

Tony Auth {Candiewick |

arhs

sesier, Hustrated by Sarah Gibb (O

20045,

mphent o0 & book s that vou hope B will never
‘-;@ff— wher a chilg % ieEi

mie ghouf v
vas on @ hoat,

http//www.greatschools.org/egi-bin/showarticle/62 5/26/2011
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watar. Emily discovers that she is half-mermaid and she beging
@ pursue the mysiery of her father's disanpssrance, Firstin e
series, your child will occuny many enjovable hours wilh this
engaging "all " 208 pages.

Dznislie Marshall and the Kigs' Team at Powslls.com

The Teini of Canfigan Jones

oy Tim Egan. (Houghion Miffin
Compary, 20045

Cardigan Jones, clumsy new moose in
oy, finds himsell in the middie of the
case of a missing appte ple. As he
moYes past many misperceptions, all is
resoived i courtin this Law & Order take-oft for ldde,
Children's Choicas

Tuck Evoriasting

by Matalie Babbit (Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1975}

in many ways, the story is a fairy lale, with a magice! spring, &
kidnapped herolne, an enchanted handsome prince and sven a
hitteraweet ending, Babbill's eloquent descriptions of woods,
ponds and animals, though, slevate the novel from mere story
0 & lyrical meditation on the natural order. The dog days of
summear, whan the sarth cracks and lighting flashes without
thunder, are described with exquisite clarity, Cows, fish, and
aven one of the most memorable loads in children's literature
sspasl The Tuoks have discovared
it 2 Hessing or 2 ow
wastion aven as she is

are given personality
the Found
sar-old Winnle must cons
kikdnapped, witnessss g murder and assisis In a jzlibreak.

Along the way, the reacer is reated 1o & richly imagined selting
that iz avery bit as memorable as the story, 138 pages.

Fead the complals raview on the Common Sense Media Web
site.

Head Aloud Ages 58-89, Read Alone: Ages B+

Cormon Sense Media

e Ten-

of Youth — by

B

Twes Bad drts

Y Chris Yan Alisbu Hion ki
by Chris Van Allsburg ghton M
£ Caldecolt Madal asuthor, Van All

of pim, Tha story beains whan 2 so

25 us inte the world
1 NG Gusen g

strange naw ieasure, & ofysial that a

The ants want (o pisase "the mother of the

march off in search of more arystals for their guesn, They ek
through woods (grass) and survive a thundersionn {the sound
of ericksts combinad with dropping dew drops and the ight of a
passing frefly), They climb 3 mountaln (the wall of g bouss)
anzﬁ go hrough & nnet (window? B 2 glassy aueved wall

ar powl}. in their haste 1o leave "this unnatural place.” thay
s notics that two have staved b

nd o anjoy the st
The artwork lends Hzelf 1o the sense of mystary, all bold lines
and aarth lones, Wil they make § home? Read the book and
find out 32 pages. Pauline Harrds

The Wonderfol Filaght to the Busbroom Planst

enrint adition, 1888)

on, e siony

= off o s neary” planet in thelr
finy planet is in dire trouble, and

http:/fwww.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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the boys are recrufied 1o save | Fom certain galaclic extingtion,
My, Bass and the Moshroom People are enforpetiable, and the
appaal of the adveniures is dmeless. 226 pages. © Parents’

Choice

Zathura

by Thyis Van Allsburg {Houghton Mifflin, 2008
Wil the movie release of Ghis Van ;\él%bus‘q‘z ok, Zathira,
children of all ages will be eagar W read the book ves

Many Alfsburg fans walted a long time to finally fnd out what
nappencd affer Judy and Peler disearded the Jumanil game i
s park, We were fefl with the Budwing brothers as they

raled upon the mysterious box, When they coan the box,
ey see he Jumani gams board and snother space-themed
This board transports the players from earih 1© & purgle

St

e i the bovs are ¢
S-SPACE 8 (fmr‘%*fau Wi thay supvive =
biack hole, space shins and robots? This i

- upin e

3 @ sl read i

yau've atwayvs wondersd what happened 1o Danny and Walier

Budwing. Jennifer Thompson
riigtorica] Figtion

fog EHavles: Secret Wiltings of ihe WOOF Sooisty

by Betsy Byars, Betey Duffey and Laurde Mys
Erik Brooks {(Herwy Molt, 2007},
These shor stories show e through & dog's eves. Some hay

historical setlings ik

Husirated by

ancient Bgyvpl and some axplain quirky
de( bahavior, All are ol simaly and

‘{‘}muﬁy, as a dog
; aders, 64

Sy Sandra Markde, lusirated with photographs, {(Lamer
wuai&mnq Group, Z004).

The nonfiction aspect of this fext appealed o many studoent
@ stderis, bacause of the ferociou

'"JSF)E?LM: 3

inoking
i detalls on i pradators of
the desp, including their feasts on other ooesn |

Cholzes

ghark on the cover ano he ma

The fnvention of Huge Cabiet

by Brian Sstinick {Scholastic, 20071

The hero of the *’[OE']I has a sad fife. Orphaned, alone and
homeéms. hé lives by stealing and scavenging, and no one s
king tor him untl late in the book, Families whe read this book
could discuss some of e rases

ch-bsed thames the author
includes. How can an automaton be made o wirite posms and

i

draws pictures T How do they work? How wera the sarliss

mada? Many kids witl want (o learn more about fomt
mizchings gnd auiomata, zad aboul the hi

aspacialy e work of 3 i
0 see the Hims rfﬁfeﬁe@ o it the siory. Awards: Celdeoolt
Medad, Hom Book Fantare, 833 pagas,

he complete review on the Common Senss Media Wb

er's Reoomn
Aloud B+, Rest Along:

ding Level Age

Gonman Sense

http:/fwww greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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Moliv's Pilorim

by Barbare Cohen, Hustrated by Daniel Mark
Duffy (HarperCollins, 1998}

Maolly's Pilgrim s @ hearbwrenching story that
lustrates the true meaning of Thanksgiving.
hoily, a Russian immigrant, fnds herself in an
American schood Instead of being welcomed as

the new student in the class, she is treated as an outcast,
Tausting smd bullving are two themeas explored In this book,
The children i Molly's class tearn ane of fife's most valust
lesgons - pilgrims, hk»ﬂ aeng}ée worna i all denominations
jie] i% iis day they are 58l coming o America in bupes of rmdmg
freedom. 372 pages. .E@rméf@? Thampson

Adgreiregs il

hy Michae! Dorris (Mypetion SBooks for Children, 1882).
Simpla story, beautfily wld, appesls to kids who ke
thoughtful characier-basaed storles, This lyrical look at gre-
Columblan Taino culture stresses the bhonds of family, and
behavioral changes invoivad in growing up, and raises the
issue of culture differences in & powsrful way, 74 pages.

Read the complete review on the Common Sanse Media Web
Fite,

Fublisher's Raecommendad Headling Leval 8
T+, Read Alone: 8+ Common Sense Media

2. Head Aloud

Samuel Eaton's Doy A Day in the Life of 2 Pilgrim Bov

by Kate Watars, with pholographs by Russ Kendall (Scholastic,
10885,

Samuel Bator's Day, one of the sughor's tllogy of books abous
the Pilgrims, transporis the reader back to iife during Pigrim
the excitement and the hard work that s

o, Bamuel sh
irvilved with hiz 'I’Ers% i

i

-

est Samuel cuickly discovers how
difficult the harvest can be. Though exhausted fom the dav's
work, Samuel E{‘SF"F z valuabla lesson about perseverances
and the gride thal comes from working together as a family, 40
pages. Jennifer Thompson

Sarah Morton's Bay: A Day in the Life of g Piigrim Giri

oy Kate Waters, with photographs by Russ Kendall {Scholastic,
19433,

Sarah Moren's Day is an sxcellent book about a day in the ife
of & rirri gl and ancther book in Kate Water's Pilgrim

trilogy. The story is sstin the year 1627 Told in the first
person, Sarsh akes }fuwg readers on & historic field tip back
i fhme, F’heii}gmph sk owere taken ot the Plymouth
Museun, which is a replica of the 1627 salifiem

fmokarop and fhe words of S-year-old Sargh frvite chiltron o
all ages to experience the Pllgrim way of iife. Colonial .
food, chores, family relations, Fendships, rellglon ang play are
all part of Sarah's day. 32 pages. Jennifay Thompson

ot

Traveling Man: The Jownsy of Iy Betutte 13251354

by James Rutherford {Houghton Miffiin, 2001 “.
Haowy atter o involve your child inge
art of pioiure books than through the
siory about one of he word's most izmous {ravefers’? s
Batitia's joumney reprasants one of 1he first ravel dianes we

& asieriy

http:/fwww . greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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have; authorfariist Rutherford takes voung readers alang on
his trip through space and tims. 40 opas Parants' Choice

Freduy the Detective
by W, Brooks, '%Iazsifaied ?ﬁy Kurl Wiese {(Puitin, 2001).

e is an

oy {ookeﬂ classie, ﬂc dy i & plg who finds Ris true calling
s Sher\nck Holmes in
LAy in

The Adventures
and stll var,
5 himsalf is i

whan he finds 8 copy
the barn one v. The

which Freddy axpres
Krisha Roach

]

]

Lizar Busic

1986}

by Daniel Manus Pind
Elever-year-old Victor s up way past badtime when ha ssas
“thm(} very unusual on television: a dand of glant lizards
L Victor wetches this

apparently doesn aven

Aming wild music! Might after ni
‘;ut addictive show. th
. Krishs Roach

b\; Wendelin Van Draznen. dlustrated by
Yearling, 20043

N{}!a.; is tired of Bubl bv's tliving! When the kid

an assignment 0 oraale a newsoaper exposs, Nolan [,mnks.

that this s the perfect chanos 1o truly expose Bubba.

wfer

nirmation, Nolan oreates

gathering some very compromis
is icentity while
. Krisha

Roach

Seasonal Stories

The Cese of the Sreaky Snowrsan

by Carclyn Kaene, ustrated by Macky Pamintuan {Alsddin,
..... 2008,
! Drenw conlinues 1o march into the 21s

isly pen-rmmod writer, Carols
stk it the new Naney serles, "Nanoy Dy
Crew,” & mysiery unfolds i1 & wingry setfing. A
read her hot dhoootate marshmaliows o a*e:é ol
Nanoy's fiend Deirdrs
to come trued Classic Naney D

for a parfect, aory winter's night read
ie Marshall and the Kids' Team

Jan Brotes C

oy Jan Brett (Pomam Juvanile, 200

sie beadiful Jan Brett collecton

n

Trolis" Jan Bre;; ature

Hustretions adorn s
PES Baookfindar

athes, Good to Eat: A Chanuk

hitp:/fwww. greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/62 5 5/26/2011
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by Maomi Howland (Claron Books, 2404)

Sadie's kindness is rewarded when an old woman gives hera
magical fiving pan. When magic words are spoken, e pan fills
with dellcious latkes, Uniortunately, trouble occurs when Sadis
iaaves the pan in the hands of her voungey brathers, PES
Booktindsr

e Long Wintee

by Lavrs ingalls Wilder (MarperTronhy

iy this, the most exciting of sl the "Lim
Laurs sams aboul advarsity whan the ingal

the hardy family, who holad up in their kKichen during = bl
lvine on bread and tea, and twisting hay inio sticks o
slove golng, 382 pages,

Lianislle Marshall and the Kids' Team at Powslis.com

Winter of the loe Wizard

"Magic Tree House” serles 32, by Mary Pope Gsborne
{(Random House, 2004}

i's hard o befleve that the beloved "Magic Tree House" series
has spawned almost 40 books Mary Pope Oshome iz
commilted o oreating thess caplivating, quality tales for hey
witeeyed, newly minted, chapter-book readers, This ongis
pure winterlime fn as Jack and Annig {ake on the lne Wizard,

witie the atory gently introduces the world of myths and
15

fegends.
Danlulle

sam ab Powalls.com

Babymouse: Camp Babymouse

ny Jannifer L. Holm & Matthew Hoim (Random Houss, :
The sixth instaliment of the Babymouse series finds our

hetoing st summer camp. She doesnt ke the great owddoors,
but that fact shouldn't get in the way of her having fun, right?
Babvmouss has her usual daydreams of how she'll be the best
camper around, but afl she finds is rouble. Babymouse's cabin
-rnates, the Bullercups, soon become Trusiraisd with her

% she racks up nothing but demerits for hey

he Hlustrations are ag i and humorous as over, in the

ck, white and pink. Graphic novels ars incredibly

nopdar willy waens and lesng, 50 | foliows that vounger kids
wand them as well And those for the very vourng —-
for young girls — are few and far bebwaen, buf gaini:
foothold. Here is 2 well-established seres that fils thet void

pecially

&

i

with a s

Fauting Hami

loved! the recent movie version of
Rogld Dahlfs Charlle and the Chosolate Factory
wil sursty agres thal Danmy: Champlon of the

Vorld iz y oy whes has a : s

great e wi : fzther, Danny (inks he knows evervihing

there is o know about his dad, ot one day he isarns about

hitp://www . greatschools.org/cgi-hin/showarticle/625 572612011
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his Tather's secret i
frow what a poacher does, and yoo wanl 1o jzugh your way

through Danny and his father's dealings with & bad nelghbor
and pheasants, you st devour this hlarous book. Jennifer
Thompsaon

Danny's dad is & poasher. Hyou want o

Boctor DeSoio

mavamals bigger than himself
dry when he's i their mouths ig's cartoony ca}icy

oGk, and thay

AX COMEes When 2
dressed but hungry fox comes for 2 new gold woth,

nuick-witted deniist saves himsel from ingestion by m

rents' Chnlce

Runny Babhit: A Bily Sook

f

by Shai mbe sieln (HarperColiine Children's Books, 2008),

poatry aioud. A glmple gwit
words makes Bngua

Wayside School Gs

by Louis Swhar :’E%iafm"zh“-%:m;'v Fublishi

=

op of another -

each

5 Zarvas, Neve 3 g !
ntrte punils
Bowever, Akes @ matarnity lseve. Before she raturns with hey
fitlle siranger, Wayside Schoo! gete s
regding this ridiculously funny book, children will not o

ey, ey will be learning, 169 pages. © Parenis’ Cholce

ey

Mg, Jowls presides over hers

The Worst Bend in

by Grasme Bage (M
Alien faniasics coms a Base has

reci, sepdaraies

Lo the Jack

Hstingt personalitios
ahtm fnmdom ot musi sf;! SRDTESSINN, 48 DOV, & v
)1 anges-player, enters the annual competition for Worst

FrEp—
t's all

the Universe, a true award of homor, Base's hyming
; sonus of 8 G of
nc periormad by

rons and hows

fur, andd thare is the

by Ma
Rl

base conch,
ad g MNo-biter and

hook as well as The Dog T

http/fwww, greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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-

That Stole Football Plays and more by the same author, PBE
Bookfinder

Gt Wonder: A Besaball Siory i Nine Innings

hy Deborah Hogkinson, Hlustrated by Terry Widener
{Athensum, 20030
This nine-part story was inspirad by the i

whe siiched for & sembare men's basebsl lssn

class. & chronology of the highlighis of women In baseb
roncludes the book, I oniy took 108 vaars and & lawsuit for

airis o get to play Litlle League and Hapkinson honorg all the
women along the way who nsisted that 2 woman's plage was

o the field, D Jan LaBonty

Yang the Youngest and His Terrible Ear

by Lensey Namioka (Yesrling, 1854}

Yingtmo is the only one i his family with no musical mlent. His
father, howaver, insisls thal e continuas i play the vielin,
How will he survive dally mushe lessons and reclials when all
he reatly wants to do is play baseball, his frue. natural talent?

PES Boolkfindar

ir g E

Ametis ta Zors Twentv-sis Women Who Chenged the
Workd

by Cynthiz Chin-Lae, Hlustrated by Megan Halsey and Sean
Aday [Charesbridge Publishing, 2005}

The guthor creates an alphabet book using the first names of
the 28 women who have made impressive contributions o the

warld, The wormen came from diffierent sthnic groups and

hion Miffinfdaltar Loraine Rooks,

sten Lester writes & humorous tale about har Bfe from
age fhraa to aduithood, Bhe dascrines how she became &
writer, cliing her achlevemends and challenges, inchading
overcoraing dysiexia, along the way. This chearful ook will
inspire e witer within vouy child, 32 pages. PBS Bookfinder

B Feal:

written and Hu Mitflin Chiledran's

Books, 18883,
8ill Paet, & former Disnay iilustrator, shares his iife story in this
baok, Writlen as & simpile chiidren's story, this rresistitle

7

D Ao 817 Common Sense Medis

http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 572672011
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Clean Sear Btory of Rache! Caraon

hlank, Barbars
Meizger, Hustrated by David Katz
{Casvade Pass, Ing. 1885,
Rachel Carsen has long bean
considerad the original
environmentalist, Her publivation of
Silent Spring in the 15605 was the Impetus for Presiderd
Kennedy w oall for 2 scle
ratsed about the environment. 2 {100 we ave an
aueessible, empowering h%{)g;;-*ashy of this unsung heroine for
noves and girls thal cars about th

by Carol Hilgariner Sch

sivdy of the cuestions she

vironment incuda

ceval lesson plans, as well as recommendead reading on

stens 1o save the anvirenment. A VD entitfed Caroon Ses
=3 the impottance of Keeping oceans fee from polivtion,

Waorkd's Grastest Mystery Mar and Escape King

by Kathlean Brull, hustrated by §
Company, 20053
try thiz pioture book b
(o Enk Waeiss!, th
parseverance, dedication and :
improvement that made Houding 50 successh
viung boy e was pevlorming & repezs actin his aci~1 Va3
apidiences, biling himsalf as "Pringe of the A
rsed throughout e ook are presentations of hi
W amazing performances, narrated by 2 costume
amonias with the readers cast as audience

7 (Walker and

iogr rry Hotding

e qualities of
vc‘:mimhwni i

T8y
Leongrde de Vinck

ne Stanley (HarperColiing, 2000%.
ura-hoak format and outst

ding Hlusirations make it
i Eeﬁ@ﬁ}i and loadead

siahly 2pee

g for childran. The text is
telails about i*m Lw,ut,n
Raad ths complete review o

site,

with inierests

z Wel

Fublisher's Recommesnts
Ajoud: 57, Read Alons:

12, Read
adin

Reaching for the Mooa

written by B Merirn, iHustrated by Wendell Minar
iHarne

B Aldrin, the seoond o

. A
citins, 200

aulobiographical work as page-long vignetiss «
rieas bt o h:} got his uruisuai nic

and missions as an &
ilusirain the Dooloadd
Aldrin's space flighis

jEats g;r;ade feve 4, vderest grade feveb K3 F]

http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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So You Want (o be An Explorer?

by Judith 8t George, ustrated by Davig Smizl {Phifomed,
20051,

From Buzz Aldrin o Charles Yeager, Caldecotl sward winners
Judith 51 George and David Small fake us on g fun romn
trwough the excellent dispoveries (and greal mishaps) of e
oreat and infamous explorers of the werld, Krisha Boach

The Troe of Life: A Book Depicting the Life of Charias
Dlarwin: Naiwraiist, Goeologis? & Thinker

wittten and ilustrated by Peler Sis
2003},

For fust the vight child bebwasn the ages of & and 12 this book
will be g freasure ove, DUt many chlfc‘ rer may nead & hit of
parental haip ¢ make sense of the book's design and give &
context for the bounttiul armount of information. Some ofthe
axquisitely drawn Hustations are small and subtle in meaning
and the typeface used in the Bustrations could be challenping
for young reaters as well. The subject malter of the bicgraphy
witt be of irerest to adult as well as chilkd readers, aﬂc‘ this
book might best be enjoved in g joind Brst reading. 32 pages.
Read the complete review on the Common Sense Media Weh
site,

FPublishers Recommended Reading Level 9-12, Read Aloud:
&+, Read Alore: 8+« Common Senss Media

Where Was Patrick Honry on the 205h of May?

by J
Putnarm 1875).

Thisis st-paced account of one of America’s mog
influential stetesmen. Patrick Hanry's childhood and carsear are
described in simple sentences, usl y i {
date in ihe title); bolhy the black-and-white a
are very simple, 48 pages.

targnt Tomes (Penguin
{

o

Head the complate review on the Dommon Sense Media Wab

site,
Pubiishar's Recormimendead Reading Level 9-12, Read Aloud:
9+, Read Alone: O+ Commaon Sense Meds

re

Whe Was Harry Houdini?

I

by Tl Sufhertand, illustated by Jobn OBrlen (Grosset &

books

o Bemﬁm r Frardkliv, Harsst ?ubmw 1 Leonardo da Vino

Written in & fun, conversaliona! sivle thatl orabs even the moat
rehsctant reader! Krisha Roach

foe-Oramm Cones for Sale

by Elaine Greanstain {Arthur A, Levine
Books, 2003}
in apring our thoughss turn o fowers,

R

Larh e <
g chill & memory,

ai the

Py

looal Dalry Gusen appear over might
a0 BYEIYOTIE I8 ready for that Hrel, delicinus choog

lce craam coneg. n an exealient informational book, Gresnsisin

http:/fwww . greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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st answer the quastion, "Who was that
B Greamn conae? We know
ationaily at the B Louis

ut hare wers over Bity ioe cream sellers
kers, s0 who put the two together?
Five man ard ong woman ciaim they were the Tirsl o combing

l}.)

and dozens

& corta, with yummy e cream. But
1 honar goas o Halo Marchiony, an Halian

srant who was selling ice oream cones from a push cart
5 of Naw York in 1885 No o
fw came up with the idea of an adible cor
dishes, but i's a mystery worth pondes
perfact ice cream cons, of oot

History

Tha Ammerican Sigey: 108 Tree Tales from American

by Jenmifer Armstrong, Hlustrated by Rogey Roth (Rendom
House, 26 06}

and smail 1z 100 short
ges - recount in cogent and
rage, struggle, discovary and
1 axpevience, from the 1565
eonfounding 2000
s in g lively tashion
fmoturing ai@v@.r wat@rsai@r ustrations, tis book mekes bstory
. digasible in
Choice

presidential elaction. .. Smari and

satizing bite-size places. 38

Anbmals in the House: A History of Fets and People

i1 a codorful and meng format that 9 rovides voung
pei lovers with an abundance of reasons for why we %-ave 5183
farry or fsatherad fiends. 112 peges. Chill "

{\
[

S0 You Want fo Fresident?

St George, dHlustrated by David Small

v noring, bul not &
4 ook 81 the prestdency, including the

ages, noks, backgrounds, occupationzs, nets, favorlie sporis
and ;}@(SOEEaiiﬁ@.‘;‘: of the men who've i :

o1,

8L George outlines the positive points abo
o swiing pool, bowling a# ley and

ive points (having to dress g, nover
stone and o . David Smalls

of "mmﬁ*warkj

What ¥ You Met a Piraie?

http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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meticulously tustraled informational fext.
Real pirates weren't Rashy drassers, seldom
carried pistols, swords, or cullasses, did
wear eamings, and were expars with 2
newdls and tHread. Furthermore, rats and
Hee and the treat of a bath were greater
aremies tan the British Navy, Readers will

lwarn about grog, hardiack. buceanesss, the
dead man's chest, and who Blackbearg was i this outsiandin
book that really Is 2 treasure. Dy Jan Lalionty

Solence and MNaturs

Easy to Be Groen: Simple dctivifies You Cen Do to Save
the Earth

by Elbe O'Ryan, lustrated by vanks & Loz {(Simon Soribbles,
20081

YWhiat can kids do o protect the environment? A loll Basy o Be
sirnple acodriendly tps and activities

i at home, A perfect way o make the concept of
green lving dCC@SbE,}E“ and fur. 32 pages. Danielle Marshall

Sarbage and Bocveling (Youny Discoversrs:
el Faciz and Experimeamts

by Rosis Harlow and Sally Morgan (Kingfisher, 20023

wongerfu

{oung Discoverers series,
tes the difference betwesn
adable garbage. Explanations of

) cled, "how can i
nelp? sections; and lots of tips wilf inspire vour chilkllio be g
young envirenmentalist who wants 0 recycle at home, 32

pages. Daniels Marshall

ST

o, Euu* 3B

The nondiction aspect of this text
anaaiad 1o many studants,

aspacially male studenis, becsuse

= ferocious-ooking shark on the cover and the many

datails o thess predators of the deep, ncluding Selr feasts on

ar ouaan iife, Children's Choices

i, 2007,

by Steve J
T

animal y
hans{a?'ﬁ- Arimals use LoEur o eitract 8 mate, lure prey
amoutiage themselves or starfie enemies. Organt

< s Hiusirated L's‘,f Jenking Sacmamre tore- 3

5 for that snectes. Additiona

= eoloration ard the particular s;:@c%@s
piolured s found at the end of the book. This book is & visual
real, as well as Bscinating reading for voung naturslists, 32

Philins

http:/fwww.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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Folfar Bears and the dretie (agic Tren
House Ressareh Guidas]

by Mary Pope Oshome (Steoping Stone,
20073

in this nonfiction companien fo &

Bears Pasi Bediime, the Magic
Metise characters Jack and Ann

thadr readers on a chilly journsy 1 the Arciic as they find
what it's really ke w0 live there. The familiar twosome o

ot of ground - landscape, animals, the hves and cuilires of
peape, and the sffects of global warmsﬁg. The siyie —
i a1 heality smatiening of lusirations, pholos and
walte - will easily hoid & young reader's attenfion. 118
pages. Click hers o buy the book on Po
Gihefle Ashdown and the Kids Team at 3(‘%5%@(‘%;

v

B =

narratiy

fis, com.

Storms

by Sevenowr Sirmen {(Morow Junior Bogks, 78883

windarstorms, I :
wrnadoss 8nd hurdcanes accompany the aciual text of th
sulitul informational book. Simon carefilly axplaing how

Briliant fuli-color oholographs o

storms form and descrbes the hevoo they wreal on humans
who gre still aasinaled with the power of weathay, Simon

includes not enly what we o Know, but alse what we do

book that sheds light on all those mysterious symbals

rams and maps on the weather channel, D Jan Lallory

fre Srewn for Kids: Saving the Environmenst
o, oF a1 Play — Every

anos of wachin

A micre parents rea {
children aoouwt grsen iving, the nesd for everyﬁay

lessons grows, With activities for home and school and ke
JAE Ways shows how easy and fun i s fo prepare

peller future. 224 pages. Danislle Marshall

5]

Seasonal

The Bty of Kwanzas

by Dorna L. Washinglon, Hlustraiad by Sephe
{HarperTraphy, 1887).

Laarn aboui the origing of Kwarnzas, 7
bel

by fove
inciuded.

Zports and Gamuoes

Satia Batie Swingl The Wild Old Bays of Bass!

by Sally Cook an
Machonald (MK I
&Ms can resist the e ofthis &

immes Uhaeriion, Hustrated by Ross

L2007
Costainy not yal

If fans who will dedight in this conneal higtory of ¢

i ticbils abou

s ooty devs eans

CHEETY

1 pasiime. Readers lsam fan
s fhes facts that |
that bage ranning

WAS ONCE 4

the
W

frad no spe i
ntact sport. The amusing

http://www.greatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/625 5/26/2011
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http:/fowww . oreatschools.org/cgi-bin/showarticle/62

cotoriul baseball slang s defined ih Dage margine. 48 pages,
tnterest grade lavel %6, Elen Philing

Utimate Chass

oy Jon Tremadng {Boholastic Ing,, 20067,

Olpening this 8-by-B-inch book revesis a magnsiic chess board
o the inside back cover, so all the lessons can be played as
thev're read. Forly-seven spiral-bound pages contain valuable
leszons: names and images of the playing pleces, the setup,
Row 2ach plece moves, casting, how 2 pawn becomes a
queer: check, checkmate, noladon (s you can Keep rack of
noth plavers' moves), relative strength of the pleces, classic
game openings, ailzcks and defenses. Finaly all the isssons
ares pui 1o use i the slaving of bwe cormplets gameas. The first
& 20-move game with comments on he reasons for ceriain

is

raovas: naxd is the analvsis of an actual 45-lurn game piaved
i i 1 3 Farenis’ Ghoice

fMael Tur BExperts

Pauling Harris is & children's librarian with the Sarn Francisce
Public Library, and the mother of three daughters, 23 under the
age of 8

Dorlene Kenpy is the lbraran af San Francisen's Clarendon
Elementary School, & Cafiforrda Distinguished School, Darlense
has bean Clarendon's libraran for 20 vears, during which time
bisth ber son and her nephew graduaied fom the schooh

oty 18 8 pmiewn, i the Schoot of Education at

s & former jonglime
hookseller, most notcb y for Poweit's Books in
Portland, Oregon. Bhe continues her love of

alt things book related by now working as the
marketing managey Tor Beyond Waords
Publishing, best known as the publi f
The Secrel When not worling or reading, vou
can find Danislle with 2 saucepan of an iPod In her hands,

§ iva hokds & master's degree in Bhrary and
information management and has been a librarian in the
Saddieback Valley Unified Sohool District in Californis for 22
yaars. She has worked in both elemantary and secondary
ibranes, sreated resommended hook Hisls for K12 isachers

and managed motlvaiional reading programs for both

elemantary and sseondary school students. then is the mother
of two grown daoghbers, Doth avid readsrs.

v aavty education adminisiraior, As
5 years she created reading sts
e mother of three boys, apes 13

a form

f"' o122 lsachers, Krish
10 and 2.

ry

Thompson s a Reading Specialist for the Manass
¢ Srhools i Virginta, She was recently swarded the

gries Meayer Outstanding Teacher of the

s has 18 vears of tegehing experiencs, a

Page 26 of 28
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ee in Durricuium and instruction, and a Reading
Specialist

Licanse fo

srpational
y Children

arnual st of fave
children.

sefia is & nonoli

n dedicated lo haiping parenis
make informed media and enfertsinmeri

choloes for thelr families.

ckw, @ hatl-century ok, full
al hooksiore in Menio
Park, Californta, Sntonis Soulreisthe

- QBTN (Y

e et

buver anag manager of the children's
dapariment thare, Squlre belleves that
& rajuciant reader it ong who has not ye

and takes great pleasure in puliing the right ook |
of the right ohy Tc,

The Parens

Pargnt @g&e‘;g indeperde: mwarwgﬁmﬂi evaluat
s i :

chifdren's Dooks, videos, 1oys, audios, gomput

saftwarg, isvision and m?’”‘%a?l’}f\b s i

i 10 "search out and recommand producis

help kids grow - imaginatively, physioaliv, morally

1"

PES P
PES Web s

ite, }Gm\ #nd ¢

Bookfindsr, whers you oan
your child,

Erom a storefront in 1871 in Portiang, Cregon,
Fospells Hoad andent family-owned

bocicstore, has grown §1io & Mool oy hook

"

avars with six locations in the %r*!wd ares
winring Web site.

and an award

Updaled Febrary 2008

Get more gresd Hps (o kesp your ohfid on track! Signup for o
newsietiers »

More on Greal

Read more Back-to-Bchoot tips

Favorils Bovks for Preschoslers

s Baoks o7 Kindergariners

Fape

i for Fireb Graders

Faw aales for

o

Favois Books for
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Favorite Books for Fifth-Graders
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