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2rel Grace Crur panel of ohifdven's book expens recommends theso great
books for vour sscond-grader.
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The Adveriures of Taxi Dog

Debre & Sal Barrmoca, ustrated by Mark Bushner {Pufin,

A ostray dog in Now York City is atopted by a taxi divar, with
whom heg rides and shares adventures sach day, 32 pagss.
Second-grader Read o Bell, PES Bookfinder

MNim's fsland

by Wendy Orr.
Hlustrated by Karry
Millard (Yearing
Adventurs Books, 20015
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story fit together iha

nicely eoincidantad,

Hgsaw-puzsie way,

Riographies ©Alogether It makes
jor one delightful

Animisls

Fistory .
’ story. 120 pages.

How Things Waork Read the complete
. ! ravieyw on tha
Sclence and Nature . .
) Commnn Sepee
Seasonal © Media Web siia.

Sports and Health

Maet Our Experts

Mesdia

Srisakers, the Sepside Caf

by Margaret Wise Brown, Hustrated by Anne Mortimear
{HarperTrophy, 20053,

Sneakers goes on a irip lo the seaside, where he finds many
curieus creafures. He discovers fish fo calch in the ccean amd
amuses himsell with playiul shrimp and oabs, Anne Morfimer's
bright and beautiful illustrations portray the catl's soirifed
goventure in & way that your child wil surely enjoy. 32 pages.
Secorghgrater Read o Self, PEE Bookiinder

Al About Friends

Dresy Max

by Bally Grisgdley, Husirated by Tony Ross (Shmon & Schusier,
20063,

Ma develops a irfendship with his favorite author through the
lost art of letier wiiting, The bwo give sach other atdvice abou
wriling, fendship and life in this louching story. 144 pages.

Childrer's Oholoes

=3

Dok

by Andrew Clemenis, llustratad by Thm Bowers {Stmon &
Sohuster, 2007

Diogikut is a clever and sweat [itte story about & stray dog whe
finds g loving home. Such plots are & stapie of children's
fiteraturs and entertainment, but what sats this book apartis
the method of telling the tale — cach pags is writien in halku.
For example, Clements writes: "Morming brings

chitdren/Hugs, licks, barking, and laughing /Warmer than

sunghine.” The ol on canvas llustrations by Tin Bowers are
just as warn and cheerful s the ext. There is & nelpful
author's note at the end of the book, giving a simple and
enthusiasic exgianation of haila for the child reader. . A
novel way for young children to experiment with language. 40
pagas. © Parenis’ Uholce

Eox and His Friends

by Fdward Marshall, Bustrated by James Marsh

QJ’“""I*"}{“ w
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1985). How can Fox have fun with his Fands when hig liltle
sisier tags along everywhere he goss? Your child will io
fand'ﬂg oul if Louise really does spoil al the fun. 55 pages
Feadi g, ev&{ Girade 1, Read Aloud: Grade 2, Reag o Self,

3
P
1
P

wnd Yoad Togethar

by Armeld Lobel (Harper Goflins, 1872}
i

Frog and Toad are bast ends who will do anything for ea
ather. Your ohild will enjoy finding out sboul thelr escapades in
five short chapters as the amgm iblous dua bake cooldes

their bravery and plant a garden together, i vour ohild &rz_@z:yss

this Chapter hook, he may also like Frog and Toad Al Yesr and
LDravs with Frog and Toad, Newbery Honor, 1873, 84 pages.

Resding Level Grades 1.2, Head {o Salf, PRS Bookdindar

We drg Best Friends

by Ak {Greenwiliow, 1982).

irr this story, Robert and Peter struggle with how they can
remmain best fends after Peler moves away. Allkd's simple
Hustrations and text capture the boys' loneliness while sending
a reassuring message that vour child will appreciate. 32 pages.
Reading Lavel Grade 1, Read Aloud; Grade 2, Read to Sel,
FHE Bookiinder

Books About Art

Eainted Dreams

by Karen Lynm Witiams {(HarperColling, 1888).

arng about being an ariisl, Whenaver she is not

T Maris
golng chores for her family, she uses leflover paims, feathers

arwi goat halr to creats new works of arl. This beautifully
Hustratad story 2at in Hall! presenes detalls aboul H

and ways of life, PBE Booklindser

Bocks About the Joy of Reading

Lsara and the Bookwagon

Ant Can Read Book by Nancy Smiler Levinson, liustrated by
Carolyn CroliiHarper Golling, 1981).

The yoar is 1905 and young Clara would ke nothing more
than i g0 to school with the olher Kids, Howsver, e on the
famm talkes a ot of work and she 18 needad 1o help out with

chores and her vounger siblings. The new town liBranan

devised & way of using & wagon to bring books 0 the farmers

rfies who can't gat to the lorery, Can Clara and
the lbrarian persuade father to el her imarn W read? Based on
& trus story, Krisha Foach

Cowdt Vo ? Would You?

) PN
Kanafidiller, Z007%

vondariil book a%iow::, children © magine e things §

tgo i they could. This is & story sveryone can relg
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no matter s of her background, 8% pages. Children’s Choloss

Evengeline Mudd and the Golden-Haired Apss of the
Ikkfrast Fungle

by David Ciliol, #lusirsted by Andraa Wesson {Candiawick,
20073,

in this first bool in & series, the maln characier, &vang@ﬁne,
has & pair of srirmatologist arenis, Whaen her patents a
calied away on & regsarch irip fo the lkkinast Jungle and

mystericusly fail o return, s up o Evangeiineg o find them.

With & wild, fesi-paced adventurs and Bustrations hal drive

the narrative, this bosk about a plucky hemine will have youwr
child asking for the nexd book In the serdes. Parfect for those
“olimb rdo 2 tree and read” surmmer days. 196 pages.

Danjelle Marshall and the Kide' Temm af Powells,com

Mo and Dad Are Palindromes

by Mark Shutman, ilustrated by Adam MoCadley (Chronide
Books, 2008},

Children don't offers wanl ic be sihgled out by their leachers,
but this is just what happsns when Bob leamns that he - horror
of horrors! - fe, in fact, a palindreme. Soon Bob begins o spaot
thase forward/backward verbal oddities everywhere - in his
farnily, o on he strest, even while runping away on & ship
{where the avallable jobs involve radar or the roter). Bob's
manic struggle to escape this bothersome labed s both sil
alever, and his final "selution” (o the dilermma is the boolk's
prenoh fine, Author Mark Shulman and Hlustrator Adam
MeCauley embed more than 107 palindromes in the fext and
piciures, making this wacky story a highly visusl exercise in
wordplay. .. A fun reac-alo

i ohildren and parants {or

teathers) o share, 36 pa Farents’ Cholce

M. George Baker

by Ay Maest, ustratad by Jon J, Muth
{Candiewick, 2004}

Mr.George Baker Is one hundred vears ol
Monday through Friday, he sits on his porch
with his G-year-old neighbor, Hamy, awalting
the arrivat of the big yellow school bus that

]

wili take them off io learn (o read. The book contains stunning

wiatercolors by 2008 Caidecott honoree, Jorn J Muth, Krisha
Roach

Ay Dacs ¢ Birdman

s

try Dravid Almond, ifustrated by Polly Dunbar (Candlawick,
20081
My Dad's & Birdman, originatly a.play, = 2 chapier book that is

b

comlcin @ very Brilish way,
sonding over e Great Human
wamgeﬁ'moz has bmh the sirange liphtheartedness and the
i Dahl's Matifda. | dare anvone lo
raad it and r;ot iaug;‘r —areory. 115 pages.

whimsically flustrated and d

emptional m

STy
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Dantelle Marshall and the Kids' Team st Powalls.oom

Chnge Loon g Tine

by Mifel Daly {Farrar. Strauss & Girous, 2003).

This is the riumphant story of Sare, a South African girt who
foves to lear g hates © be callsd on to read aloud in class
She s frequently made fun of becaiise sha reads so amm» ant
cauficusly. With the support of her auntie, & fairviale book and

& kingd
Frigha Roach

classmate, Sare develops Hhe corfidence she nee

Fhe Random Mouse Book of Poetry for Children

Coliseted by Jack Prelutsky, llustratad by Amold Lobel
{Fandorn House, 1883).
The one poetry collection no home oan be without, Whather
the poetis Carl Sandburg or Shel Silverstein, Prafutsky's
rifclogy has g poon for every mood, svery lopic, and every
child it ane big, fat book that containg over 300 poems, sorted
info 14 categories. A few of these poams each day wilt delight
the ear, charm the sensas, and sall
rhyme and rhyvthm, Jan Lalionty

v our uman nesd for

Books About School

A Fie, Fine Schood

by Sharon Creach, Hlustrated by Harry
Biiss {Josnng Sotler, 2001,

Your ohild will fove fi ndnf‘g mztamm Tifie's creative plan (o
save Ber vacations. 37 pages. PBE Bookdinder

Glef Readly for Secong Grade, Amber Brover

ty Pauls Danziger (Puffin, 2003,
Like all students. Amber s nervous aboud starting
a new schaol vear with 2 nev isacher. s il us
that ber naw leachsr, Mrs hi, thinks second

atg

graders gra “Wnes bilers"? Wit Amber survive the

7 Luckily,

yearwith & bulty named Hann
Arber's best rend Justin is alst In her class and together they

czh handie anyihing. Jennifer Thompson

s Teut Day, Tiger Turootie

§. \\%\A N

by Pansié Mart Flood, Hustrated by Amy
Wurmrner, {Lemer Pubishing Group, 26045,

Tiger Turcotle s narvous ghout ia

Page 5 of 29
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Matlida

by Hosld Dahl, llustrated by Quentin Blake (Miking Juvenile,
1958),

With hig halimark wit and humor, Dahi tells the fale of Matilda,
a child prodigy who defends ber sweetl teacher against the
werrible schoot principal, Mrs. Trunchibull, Childresn will love
lsaming about Matida and her extraordinary powers. 240
pages. PES Bookfinder

Virgie Goes fo School with s Bovs

by Elizabeth Filegeraid Howard, Hustrated by Earl B. Lewis
{Bimon & Schuster Children's Fublishing, 2000).

Virgie's brothers walk many miles (0 g to school i Joneshorg,
but she s nof allowed o go. She fights o go with them,
showing her resolve and siretigth. 32 pages, PRS Bookfindar

Boolks with Positive Measages

Brunclibar

by Tony Kushner, lustrated by Maurice Bendak {Hyperion
Baoks for Childran, 20034

Afthough older childran and adults will cartainly notice that
several of the charaoters in the book wear vellow armbands
with a Star of Davig, and that Brundibar, with his bristly,
cropped musiache, beaers a strong resemblance o Hitlsr, the
historioal context s nol necessary 1o an appregistion of the
story. All chiltren ars famifiar with bulliss, and tha small
criidreny's fumph in the slory s chesring and salisfing. In the
and they say o the reader. "Remember, visase he brave and
nulliss will behave!” Unforlunately, justice is somelimes a long
e coming. 56 Pagss,

Fead he complsts review on the Common Sense Media Wah
gits.

Read Aloud: Ages 4+ Read Alone: Ages 6+,

Common Sense Media

Suilding With Dad

by Carol Mavius, ilustrated by Bill Thomson {Marshall
Cavendish, 2008},

Childrern fascinated by construction sitas and the resident
massive aguipment are bound o enjoy Carg! Neviug's new
piciure ook, Here, the worlkd of building becomes even more
up cloge and personat for one young boy and hig congirustion
worker fathar. The boy is getling & brand-new schodl, and the
i

o

siorviing Rilows the work's progress from groundbreaking

2 first dey of clegs. Each page consists of 2

n

rhymied couplet. in which wa're infroduced to g -different facet of

the way o ¢

e job. . Novius's lexd is sweet and simple, and the boy's
faaling of phide for both his father and the schaot are avident,
trations are
startingly reslistic — at first glance sach page
photograph — argd will will voung construciion s
pages. € Parents’ Cholce

Bill Thomson's asrvlic and colored pancl i
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Hachiko: The True Story of & Loyal Dog

by Pamela 5. Turner, illustraied by Yan Nascimbene
{Houghton Mifflin, 2004)

Based on a ue story, this touching tale pays wibule 1o @ dog
niames Hachiko, who waited for nearly 10 vears at s Tolkyo
frain station for hiz mester, who never refumed, Also ialis about
the bronze statue in Shibuye Stetion in Japan and the fedtival
that is neld every Aprll, honoring this inore

ey

fitde caning. Darlane

Lagsiz Doms-Homs

rewritian for voung seaders by Hosemary Welis, lustrated by
Susan et {Henry Hoit, 2000

Ary wrewihoddoy plotire-hook el (0 be sure, but this sensiiive

renditien of Ervc Mnighd's 1838 classic shout the much-loved

2]

cofiiz that refuses 1o be separated from hey voung master is

sure Ioowit & large, latler

ey autiencs of younger

stenariviewers, Slark poverty — a subject much in the nows
today — foraes @ jobless Yorkahire minar to sell his son's dag
for hard oz t

& maudin word, Wells relates the saga

 across Sootand and part of
And Jeffers' grave, deeply felt

(AR

88 of poverty and
the high dramea of La !

uplifling message ¥

corer af is vel an

My, Peabody’s Apples

by Madonna and Loren Long (Callaway,

s an amazing

SFy Sary ave.

Faint the Wing

by Fam Munoz Ryan (Scholastio, 20071,
This horse s shines with rich plof and characters, Paranis
nead o know that this ook does have somes menss &

that rriay upset youriger or more sensitive kids, bul none are
wr very brief descriptions, and, for the

graphic, many are ke

most part, evendhing tune out =@l right 1 Most of the
story taxss place In Wyaming, so the harsh re

wildemess are prevaleni. Th
account of @ horse yiving birth the
DEges.” )

“ecommanded Reading Level Ages 7132, Read
i Along: i

Alood: ¥+
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Sam and the Lucky Money

by Karen Chinn, llustrated by Comelius Var Wright snd Ying-
Hwa Hu {Les & Low Books, 18871,

For Chiness New Year, Sam receives the fraditonal oken of g
redi ervaelope with monsy, White oul with his family, with the
mioney burming a hole in his pockat, he sses a hoemeless man
with no socks on his fest and no food o eat. Sam realizes that
the right, lucky thing to do is o use his money o huy the man
some socks, 372 pages. Krisha Roach

Velma Grateh & the Way Coof Buitarfly

by Alan Madison, lustrated by Kevin Hawkes (Schwarty &
Wade, 2007).

A study of butterflies, 2 Wip o the Bullerfy Conservaiory and
one spedific Monarch opens a spunky litdle gir's eyves to the

ile the metamorphosis of & butterfly may be an easy,
obvious metaphor for growth and development, #s use in this
hook is made frash and exciting by the personality of Velma
Grateh, From her "carroly curls” puiled up in springy ponviells
to her "knobby kness”™ and "soagheit! arms” W har
determingtion o fsarn important big words ke
"metarmorphosis " "sonservatony” and "rrdgration,” Velma is an
truthvidual, though she dossn't know it yell In her, bolh suthor
| fitustrator combine thelr talents to oreais the kind of
independsnt, confident spirit that we hope all kids will discover
in themgeives. 40 pages.
Fead the complale raview on the Common Ssnse Medis Web

ead Aloud: Age 4. Read Alone: Age 7.
C(‘)i”“ﬁﬁ"ff‘a Sen dim

Classic Uhikkthood Favorites

The Chocolafe Touch

by Fatrick Bkene Caliing, flustrated by Margot Aopls
{Harparirophy, 2008, reprint ediion).

Al rey Tantasy... Everything our haro John Midas touchas
s into chocolste! However, he scon finds out you can

certaiy have oo much of poything, even chocolele, A oross
betwesn HBread and Jam for Frances and King Midas and the
Gedden Touch. For g sirong resder or a bediime Yread 1o me”™
128 pages.

Canislie Marshail and the Kids' Team af Powelie.com

The £z

£k iz Hising

by Susen Cooper (Simos and Schuster, m?’%}‘

Farenis need o know that Susan Cooper's powerhd narative

vision will draw voong resdars inlo this sxciting tale. Thers s

some fentasy vickence and 2 voung man lurns again

penefactor and followes the forces of the Dark. This is the
ascand book in g fve-Dook series and actually the best one o

start with. 224 pages. Boston Globe-Horm Book Awsard.

o of e, and she changaes forever. And, the reader will o,

Page 8 of 29
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-

Faad the complele review on the Common Seme Media Web
slig.
Fublisher's Recommended Feading Level Ages 912, Rea

Aloud: B-8, Read Along: 812, Common Sense Madiz

Tha Licn, Ths Wieh and The Wardrobe

%)‘s; G5, Lewis, flustrated by Pautine Bayres (HarperColling
Children's Books ’5%6}.

Clirssic fantasy siory for kids, Parents nead 1o know tf
plat anc wilting, although supenion, sre spmewhal dafed, and
the aris small and simglistic, The language s simple but

act valiantly o haip save
Marnia from the White Queen's enchaniment i’mm\.a

precise, argd the main charants

itially caught under har sway). Conitaing
and Uhristian allegory. 208 pages.

Read e complete raview on e Common Sense M
st

Publisher's Recommaendad Reading Level Ages
Aloud: 8-10, Read Alone: 10+, Ocmmcm Sanse Mec%ia

ifite Toot

by Hardie Gramatky (Pulnam Juvenile, 19349},

Foan't think of ancther book more perfect for a litthe boy o gin
than this story of 2 sorappy Bile lugbost, Although he gals
himsell In foo deap, Lithe Toot earms thaethe cando it Tha
nostaigic Hustrations are the perfedt compliment (o his tals

A 88 pages

reriniscant of The Litfle £
ie Marshal and

nging That Cor

Taam at Powst

SR eI

fop Duckiings

by Robert McCloskey (Pufiin Book, 195881
Mroand Mrs, Mallard search for the porfedt placs in Boston o

.

aav fing

Fteby their ducklings. They travel all over the city unt
@ guaind fittle istand on the Gharles River, Ones thsir duckdings
Feateh, 8rs. Mallard teaches them how & swim, dive and walk

i a straight row through the busy oy strests. Waich vour chitd
srrile and kaugh with delight with this

sioric award-winner, 54

pages.
Second-grader Resd o Sall. PES Bookiindar
T

i Fopoy Sisfer

by 5. E. Hindor

e {Bardam

Books, 19863

Fowerl message of how family 1o
The few Husirafions are perfect for
level ang conlent o

raaders.

g+, Common Sense Med

Faninsy Books
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Atomie Ace fHe's Just My Dad)

by Jeff Weigel, Hustated by the author (Albstt Whitan and
Company, 2004).

This book tells the story of a young boy whose Dad just
happens o be & superhero. His fiends don'l understend, but
when his Dad "saves the day." he is ruly & haro. Childran
reeally ke the cartoon lllustrations. 32 pages. Children's
Choices

The Bee-Man of Orn

by Frank R. Stoclkdon, Hustrated by P.J. Lynch. {Candlewick
Prags, 2004).

This begulifully illustrated retalling foflows the Bes-man's
search for his origingt form. The Sorcarer hopas the poor
shriveted man living among bees witl maks something beter of
his e next time. Slidents can predict what he will becomes

years fater. Childram's Ghoioss

Dincsaurs Before Dark, Magic Tree
House Serfes

by Mary Pope Oshome, lilustrated by Sal
Murdocos (Random Houss, 18821

T
of the

Children cannot get enoug

adventures of Jack and Annie. as they
travel back in time in their res house. The
iree house is magical and filled with books on subiacts such as

dinosaurs, knighils, Egypl, China, and volosnoes. it this Hraz
zdventure, Jack and Annle happen upsn a book about
dinosaurs, Before they know i, they are whisked back i ime
w BB mitlion years ago. Children get a kesson i hislory and

exporience an unforgeiiable adventure. Jennifer Thompsorn

Dhesesks for Prasident

by Doreen Cronin, Hustrated by Belsy Lewin (Simon &
Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2004

-Siugk brings democracy and elections o the farm in a bid to
avoid work, Urfortunately, it's campeaigning, oot serving, that
captivates Duck. He abdicates the [:)Fe—éicéemy o return 1o the
farmy and write his memoirs. A red, white, and blus delight! 40
nages. Children's Cholcss

Lhude, Wheee's By Spaseshin?

by Dan Greenburg, Husirated by Macky Pamintuan {Random
House, 2006), ;

Author Dan Greenburg's specially B writing fun chapler books
fezturing bovs, ke his very popul
Files, s a challenge for soma boys o slow down o read &

r garlier series, The Zack

ool but ies ke Dude, Wi

ere’s My Spaceship? keap hoys
{ang girls, too) wening the pages. Dude s the firstin My Weird

Flanet series, featiring an alien familv and their shenanigans
on Barth. This s an exciting, rollicking story for readers who
love adventure. 98 pages.

[

anlele Marshall and tha K aam st Powstis com

ERERaR STt

R O
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Hamsel and Greted

relolt by Rika Lessar: liustrated by Paul O, Zelinsky, (Dutton
Juvenite, 1858

This Caldeootl Honor book pressnis an upderstated retelling of
the Girimen diassic, Zelinsiy's paintings in this work orginally
published it 1884 show the
rasull it his g

azauly and lushnass et would

rott Medal for Rapunzel This is &

ary worid, and the effect s heightened by

Lasser's spare, postic langiene. Zelinsky's sriwork makes this

warsion one that chiltran Wil not scon forgel The siory

capturas ohilih s st vaamings: sbandonment,
g with loved ones. Classic

fold over and ov

fanlas
folk
serve the purpose of heipiog protect our ohildren, Luckily for

&ucb arftistry ag Ze
shadows and maglc
Haris

tic candy suppiles and reunt

35 GLEFY

i ,

/£ B0 Bre

pesause they

o

et homs with
sges, Fauline

The {0tk Prinee

by Anteine de SainbExupery (Marcowrt Brace, 104
A pitot crashes in the Sahara Deserl. A thousand miles from
any mbtwimm witite atlemating 1o fix his plane, he meets 5

L

strangsly dressed litte boy who seems 1o have come from
nowhers, and who demands hat he draw a sheep. "When a

mystery is oo overpowering, ong.dare not disobey,
piiot affempls o draw 2 sheep, Graduzlly the Litte Fring
ravesis Big mory He oomes %mm & arngi ﬁsmmid wlwre ha

nd he is caﬁfmed by hsa faadings about her. Eventually ha

1w lsave and journsy o other olaneis in search of

ting many confusing adulls, be eveniualy
an Earth. whare he befriends a snake and & fox. The fox
1the rose, and the snake offers to halp

— But al & price. Many aduits ook back

himn refurn fo his plane

on this book with a cateh in the throat and have 2 spacial place
for it in their hearts. Thiz gentie picture book, conosmed with
the true "matiers of consequence,” was ag much & part of
growing up for those of a certain age as The Lord of the Rings

orthe Bealles. There quile liarally fus nover been anything
fike i, though others have cerainly tied. 08 pages.
Read the compiste review on the Comman Sanse Media Web

site.
Fead Moud: Age 8. Read Alone: Age B

Cammon Sense Me

My Father's Dregan

by FRuth Stlies Ganne
Pardon me while | gush, ™

ook ‘by far, the most
mamorable earty c;ha;:ﬁ:erwamx oty childhood, Whils |

newvet bean forgottan in my household, | ing that ma

iavs don't know about this mac*c{}' book, the

o the aruak

Page 11 of 26
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fartastic louney, My most Righly recommended hook on this
list. 112 pages.
Dantelle Marshall and the Kids' Team at Powells.com

Roger the Jolly Piraie

by Brett Helguist {HarperCollins Children's Books, 2004).
Roger isn'l itke the other pirales. He longs to be accopted and
finally manages a way 1o eam thel favor with quite 2 bang.
This is & delightful gitmpse into the: e and vocabulary of &

pirate. Children's Choloas

Space Station Mars

by Dankst San Soug] (Tricycle Press, 20085)
A action-packad and whimsieally Blusirated narative

desaribing the adventures of seven voung boys. This i ancther
;

clubhouse” mission complate with sliens, spaceships, and
secrat codes, sure to tap imaginations and lead to sharing of
Children's ﬁhaiceg

stories. Allens hewarae! 40 pages

Tates Our Abueliies Told: 4 Mispanie Folictele Collsction

by F. isabel Campoy and Alma Flor Ada, iusirated by Falips
Davalos, Susan Susvara, Levia Torres and Viv Eserivis
(Simon & Schuster, 20065,

Gathered from the various spols on the globe the
Hispanic herliage - from the Basouss northesast anﬁ Calilo
northwast comers of bg}am iy
suptharn Spain i

polighed by the retsiiings fom o
grandmothars 1o g;aﬁac
folkizie brary, each

niake un the

por]

gl the Arab influences of

N

ainring Navo

ganeration o enothaer; fom
iciren, In this welcome addiion o 2
s an end-piece with spaciic

ion about the origing and versions of the tale. 128

pagas. © Parents’ Choles

Towvs Go Ouf Belng the Adveniures of g Knowledogeabils
Stingray, a Toughy Litle Buffalo, and Someons Dafled
Flastic

by Erpdly Jenking, Hlustrated by Paul O, Zelinsky (Random
House Children's Books, 2006}

There's more than @ spot of borrowing in this updated hormage
to the hundred-acre wond! we meet our heroas {and heroines)
coming “buhe-bubh bump!” down the stairs just like Poch, albelt
it an up-to-the-minule backpack: one character, like Seyors,
parts company with his 18l and anothar, ke Roo, s prone o
bounce. St i there's plenty to love fn a story about  ball

fiamed StingRay. .1

Grey (Rardomn House Children's Books, 2008,
‘;’"fa oiton Mart s 2 toy Boure who profacts his master and the
= imaginai

q

workd he ivas i The book caplhires C:rmd
aboul having a superhers action oy
brush as & peland okerales granny's knd

keeps a scrubbing

¢ ol 32 pages.

Page 12 0f 29
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Chilldren's Choloes

The Waisr Horge

56

by Dick King-Smith, lustrated by Davig Parkins (Yearing
Hooks, 1698}

Hera is another swael animal tals from the author =HIcH
Asigle from the Water Morse esting 2 swan, thers s e o be
voncerned aboul herg. Families who read thie book could
disouss the Loch Ness Monster, Do you think it could be

LY

Why ar why not? How might 2 story fike this have gotten

started? Your children might be interested in dolng s |
resaarch and seefng the supposed photos of the monsier, 118
pages.

Read the complale raview on the Common Sense Mediz
site.

Publisher's Recommended Reading Level Ages 8§12
Aloud: T+, Read Alone: 8+. Common Sense Media

Wy The Shy is Far Away: A Nigerian Folliale

by Mary-Joan Gerson, Hustrated by Cada Golembe
Brown, 1888).

This trediticnal folklale, from the Bin tribe of Migerie, blisof 2
time not 80 long ago when the sky was so doses that sven e
smatisst child could reach rdght up and grab a piece 1o mursh
o, The sy gol very angry and moved out of reach when the
iribe became greedy and wasteful, 32 25, Krisha Roach

5

Whindsr of ihe foe Wizerd, Magic Tres House Series

b Ma

Aurdocca (Random

VoL arg SUrg

o love Mary Popg Usbom

rext adventure into the magical
Frozar land of the e Wizard, Jack and Annle are summoned
by thelr fends from Camelot - Teddy and Kathieen - 1o help
solve Ine mystery of the diseppeararce of Merlin and Maorgan
La Fay. The team s eguipped with only two things o help
tham, & mvstenous rhyma from the loe Wizard and 2 magical
rope. Will they find Medin and Morgan Le Fay? Ara vou brave

encugh (o ravel along? Jennifer Thompson

The Worst Wich af School

sy JiH Burphy (Candlewick Press, 2007
This book comprises two titles in the Worst Witch serles; The

Waorst

wgatn, s & grast

[elyslesis: : not v for i

Yot

mining friendship, advenbures and fantagy. The sockdeni-prons
hdiidred Hubble axperiences a series of mishapes in
schood causing her hunill

She's a likesble character whe has good Hends ang

ation, fear (not much}, and frust

of ensmies, including & sharp-nosed tescher namaed WViss

v Chiidren {2l fom broomstioks, are e inio

e wrong speiis and threatened by & band of mishi
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Read the complste revisw on the Gommon Sense Meadia Web
siie.

Fublisher's Recormended Reading Level Ages 8+, Read
Adowud: 7+, Read Alone: 7+, Commoen Sense Medis

Historica! Fiction

Bagebhall Baved Us

by Wan Moohizukl, ilustrated by Dom Lee (Lees & Low Books,
1985,

Children will iove this moving tale in which hope tumphs over
evil. In this picture book, & young boy tells the story of hig
parants’ intemment in & camp for Japanese Americans in 1842,
Despite the deplorable conditions in the camp, the prisoners
ugse gn improvised Laseball game to keep their hope alive.
PRES Bonidindar

Uiy aad the Second Spread

by Gwenyth Swain (Dslacorte Prass, 2003}

Chig's difficulties with size and speaking up will resonate with
rary readers, and may provide an opportunity for discussion.
The harshnass of the Depression iz kept mogtly at bay inthis
book. 199 pages.

Rezd the complets review on the Common Sense Media Web
sits.

Pobiishers Recommended Reaading Level 8-12, Read Aloud:
&+, Read Alone: 3+ Common Sense Media

The Encharted Dolls" Mouss

by FRobyn Johnson (Handprnt Booles, 20046).

Feer through windows, unfold lelters and open closef doors of
dofhouses from the medieval fmes through the 1800s. Search
for 10 ille bovs In the pages of this boold flliad with information
about aotthouses through the ages. 32 pagess. Children's

Tholees

Show Way

by Jacqusfine Wondson, usirated by Mudson Talbott
(FPenguin Pulnam, 2000).

I
Thiz is a2 beau

ity sewn story of women who travel from

slavery o fresdom, Parents nesed to know thet though thisis a
pictura boaok, s really aimed al middle-grade kids. Thare are
historical references here that wilt nead explaining, especially
Tor younger kids, as wil! the information In the collages ¢

are some references ic violenos: & slove is kiled, a silhousits
of the capture of 2 runaway, news mages fom protest
marches. Famiies who read this book couid disouss the
history, What was slavery and how Sig it end? What happened
it i

v i wes avan it Mom

i the (rg

ican Amerlcans diffarent now {
ond? 40 pages,

¢ slaves? What was the shis erg? Mow s life

wrplate review on the Comimon Sense Medis Web
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Fublisher's Recommeanded Reading Level: 5-8, Read Albud: 6,
Read Alone: 7. Commeon Sense Media

fram Janser and the Mysiery of the Babe Ruth Basebalf

avid Adler lllustrated by Susannas Math (Puffin, 2004).
Jannifer "Camera” Jensen uses her photographic memory

save the day onoe again! At a hobby show 2 man's pnzmﬁ

e missing. Car

arly ramambers a
vary olose o that same

. Hrisha Roaoh

Julian, his Lr&ir
poster at the post off
o do s find 2 certain mast
stan & hank robber of even ¢
the case is the name of the ¢

& spe 8 wanisd
ZS_G{?G, Al they have
who ioves to ook, Or
&

189892}
Jackson and Gosl fove rving o oulsmant each other by

crealing reasure hunts for one another, Bul when Jaskeon

mtsunderstands a clue, he lands Goat in hot w
sigier Rache!, 80 pages, Krisha Roach

Tuff Fiuff: The Case of Duchie's Missing

+

5y

n
S

i
by Soott Nash, Hlustrated by the author
{Candiewick Prass, 20045

Wiher Dngdde, rasident storvisling toy of

Lo AdHc, §% SOME ©

s brainy stuffing

and can't tell tales arrpmore, Tuff Bl
Frrivate Invesiigator, is on the case. Crestive surgery and

shiaring betwaer friends puls Duckde back i action, Case
Choicas

clozed. 40 pages. Ohi

Zeasonal Blories

Habymouse! Skater Girl

by Jennifer L and Matthew Hobm' (Random House, 2007

T
i

his charming mouse has starred it iy of

B OWTY g?’é-iﬁ};"%if}

tis seventh in the seriss o

disappo
hest ot afler ali he

e chance
warmsd bast ai

she ts discoversd by 2 famous e«»si—:.minq chavlﬂ Fret
bbby treads on thin jce, J m;fes L. Holm
Honorwsinning author of Ow Only May i
fui. Mer brother Matthew draws Fﬁh‘}mi}ui&i«
7. You'd be bard prassed io
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isn't pining for this ley Babymouse boole 86 pages.
Danielle Marshall and the Kids' Teaun at Powelis.com

Come on, Rain

by Karen Hesse, Hlustrated by Jon L. Muth {Scholastic, 19499).
The valiow haze of urrelenting heat sleams off every page of
this bazdtifully water-colored story of laggy little girls walting for
rair. Just when evervone in the city s willing, a delicale breaze

ihrough the Xitchen window brings hops for refrashing rain.

Lt
their Mamas, who can't resist the cleansing stonm aither, With
rioh word cholce that sizeles, thundears, dronches and simmaers,
the story concludes with a parched city now glisfening after e
rain slorm that refreshes even the reader. Jan LaBonty

girls who dance in the welcome downpowr are jpinsd by

Marje's Bkis

by Jean B, Pendziwed, ustrated by Jiing Marton
{Groundwood Books, 2007},

irs this beautifully flustrated piclure book, Mads learmns abowt
ssifrafiancs. When she longs to ski o schoo! slone like her
cider sister, she remembers the words her father once told her,
"Whan you are strong inside, vou can do anything.” The
memaory of her father and his words come back o fer when
her rew-found strength is pul to the fest, This is a moving slory
with a lasting message. 32 pages.

Tanieiie Marshalt and the Kids' Teany at Fowells.com

Hate the Great and the Mushy Valentine

by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat, llusirated by Mare Simont
{Yearling, 1985).
For those Nate the Greal fans, you wor't be disappointed by
his iatest adveniure. Nate fries to solve, not one, but two
mysieres. Yalentine's Day is & day MNats would rather forgst
bacause he hates mushy, gushy stufft Can he ignore 2 good

- mystery when Linveives his dog Sludge and Bis fiend Annie? |

think notl Read to find out it Nate gets any Valeniines of his
o, Jennifer Thomoson

Popopisian in Wisser

by Cynthia Rylant {Scholagtic. 2001},

This coliection features three shon stories
for early readers. in loicles, the downfall of
Foppleton's beloved iciclas les

[ty

5

frigndshin, In The Bust, Poppleton’s
creative fuices get fowing, inspliring him ©
ke up souipting. And In The Slsigh Ride, he's disappointed
e adt of his friends stay inside to ba

& when he wants to go
Lrigde ounddl e finds out that they were baking in
Birthaay! Cynithis

i

for = sle

nenor of his Rytant's Foppieton in Winder is

craative and fon - & nar

P

ion e snowy day, 48 pages,
& o

i Fowelis,

7

Sy
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The Race of the Birkebeiners

by Lise Lunge-Larsen, liustrated by Mary Azarien (Moughior
fifhiin, 2007).

ased on an acoount documanting & frue incident in
Morwagian history, this book tells the story of the Birk
a group of brave warriors in 1284, who race fo protect a

ot

Prince Hakon, the future King of Nonwsay, from his enemias, he
Baglers. Woodouts from the lusirator of Snowflaks Benlley

addd dramatic effect to this mesmerizing fale. 32 pages.
Dranielle Marshail and the Kids" Team st Pow

ls.com

Enow Wonder

by Charles Ghigne (Random House,
20083
With so rmiuch 1o do — ke siadding, ioe
skating and coclde-baking with grandma
s "snow” wondes s brother-and-
: graat day of wintry

ihi

siater gun have s

i

fun. Early readars will love Snow Wondar for ite rhyming story,

sticker sheets and colorful ustrations. { e dog is

& ook on

pacialy cutel) 24 pages. Click here fo

(v

Pcw-ﬂeﬁsfcom .

\.']

hailz Ashdown &

foc

0, 1983
about the

™

vantures aul sflera bee\s i *?;1\;?&_:«?%
A he plays and explores, he discovers
the stow's special gualiies, Caldeool!
Medal, 18673, PES Bookfindsy

Bifiness and Humor

Chesfar

by Mélanie Watt (Kids Can Press, 20

“Oinoe upon & me.” 8 hugs cat named Ok

'2":{!{€r Watl's siory abouta 'l

delighis vourg roaders as his

e e star of the book. 37 ps

Diary of ¢ Worm

by Dorsen Cronin {Hamers Childreng, 2003
Dareen Cronin has done i again with this first
person narative told fom the paoint of view of

# boy worm. T ok introdoces the concept of & diary |
furi way, Young readers will identify with all the escapades
warm, 38 he interacts with family men
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vacations al Compost Island. dren will taugh and leam
facls in a fun way while leaming to eppreciale fiving creatures.
Jennidfar Thomgson

Ergwrr Girl and S Smarier then Boulrels

by Luey Nolan, lustrated by Mike Reed
{(Marshall Cavendish, 2004).

Four hilarious stories about the adveniures of
twa dogs tokd from & dog's perspective by Down
Girl. Whether it's getiing Rruff (her mastert up
aary 59 he dossn't have 1o hear the atarm
cloclk, chasing squirels and Here Kitty Kitty, or eafing an entire
bag of dog food in one aflerncon, wa ses fife with humans

fwough the loving eves of our best friends. This simply
Hustrated, mugh oul loud chaoler boolo will make all istenars
eager for 2 seguel. Jen LaBonly

Drooling and Dangerows! The Riot Srothers Return

by Mary Amato, Buslrated by Elhan Long (Holiday Houss,
20061

Three separats hilarlous adveniures of brothers Orville ang
Wil andd their mother, who is also a school principal, will
attract voung readers who love siliness. With plastic bugs
copstantly fiving, the brothers become sples and movie stars,
celehrate “dwitch say,” and almost ge? into big rouble, 176
paces. Chiklrer's Choices

Gator Gumbo

by Candace Fleming, itlustrated by Sally
Anne Lambert (Farrar Straue Sioux, 2004)
Monsiewr Gator s leased mercilessly by 2
pack of pasky swamp oritters who clearly
havan't read about Brer Rabbil and the Tar

Baby or they wouldn't gal o0 cloge to his )

bubbiing cauldron. Monsieur may not be as voung as he used
to be but his wits and his maman's recipe get hirm botl dinner
and ravenga. A beautiuly i

strated {ate with just a touch of
Cajun dislect will delight the ear of the giggling listenars who
will know what M, Gatoris up o long befors his torme
Jan LaBonty

e,

Sooney Bird Gresne

by Lois Lowry, illustrated by Middy Thomas (Yearling, 2004
Gooney Bird arrives in second grade in the middie of & schoaol
day, which suils her fine, She wants o be in the center of all
action - but especially of aif aitention. Waaring colorfud, craative
costumes dally, Goongy Bird soon bacomes the brighiesi - in
svery sanse of the ward - slar of secand grads, Her teacher,
whio is tring o explain the nature of

cod stories to her ciass,

toleranily siows Gooney Bird to upsiage her by teling

tell anly absoluizly ¢

of funny voung srotage

LAy

e T AR
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excetiant for ransiiional reacers; har stories, filtered through 2
fine imagination, are ertertaining: and thay will isave readers
hoping for more, 96 pages. © Parenis’ Cholce

Mow i Save Your Tal

x Wads Books, 2007
verbally creative ral, Bob, wha

los, Bob loved two
1 cookies. One
afierncon, when Bab s comersd by twa E".mm; oats, he ;J‘Ui:%
I3l 1
neiful teles while serving up w;:rfra«fmmnu j

managead o seve his s by s tal

things above all others — reading and baki

tafents to waork o save i

R,

in
rmouthwataring cookies elongside fresh s 5 of mik, This
amiesing story is the perfeci yead-aloud tha
glggle or o, Young readers will guickly recognize that Bab's
fshes hava much b common with clasgio fal

st 35 sure 0 slicil 2

v inles. The
Hustrations provide a delightful acoompaniment to the siory, so
ake up a batch of cookiss, pour 2 glass of mitk, curl up and
ar's Books

anjoy this charming lale. 82 pages. Kay

Syay

Ira Sleg

by Bermard Waber (Houghton Milthn Children's Books, 19735,

The humorgus, firsbperson narrativa n ¢ very able ohild's

voice, and the Hustrated details, bring fra’s world 1o §

DEGES.
Fead the complete review on the Comimon Sense Madiz Weh
wilg.

Publishers Recommended Raading Level: Ages 4-8, Read

Aloud: 4-5, Read Alone: 8-8. Commos

it's Ralning Pigs § Noodies

by Jack Prelssky, ilhustrated by Ja
{HaroerTrophy, 2008},

The tile, which is aiso the first iing Aul ione.

Delightfuly anti-authoriiadan and \.Mf? @atr}iﬁi stEment, Freluisky
unaxcefied master of word-playving nonsenss. His laugh-
aloud poems are rude, disrespectiud, annoving and peroeplive.

g word, marvedous, Childish resders, howsaver, will read,
laugh and pay iim the ulimate compliment, They wil

and rapeal them with pickie refish. 160 pagss. €@

Hiznleloe
Parerts’ Tholos

Laowes Stugrt

s{snm Husirated by Valore F
5. 2007

ild goes through the pist of this book 2t some poind in

£ )
f) )

noob carser: s the day before schoal sta
1 the ook that was a"cmerﬁd for sum
Ky

that you're in %mubé g y(}ui’s&is‘ i do the
it's riot that she hates o
arrebody olse falls

her {0 resd. This laugh-oubloud book is Bt of wit snd charm.

raading. Moxy is in t

rezd —— sk jusi doasn't want o aw}d izt o
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floxy is & loveabls character, sven if her schemes are scatier-
brained. The action takes place in the course of afateiut day in
which a bowl of peaches, a garden hose and Moxy's mother's
garden play vital roles. The story will leave you with a2 smirlc on
yvour face. 92 pages. Kepler's Books

Ready Fredoy: Don't S5 on My Lanch, Ready Freddy
Series

by Abby Klain, filustrated by John Mokinley (Blue Sky Prass
20053
Second-graders can?i get snough of this hilarious new serles.
HEoth boys and gifds can refate to Fs'@mﬁy and his best friend
e, who happens ta Be a ghl. In fact, she is the star hockey
nt the peewse hockey leam. Readers will dalight in the

anties of Freddy and Jeasie, as Jessie tries v help Freddy get

& spot on har feam, OF course, no schoat story would be
compiets wmmm a ciass huly! Find out # Freddy can ouiplay
g ity this enteraining read. Jennifer Thompson

LFy

Soienee Varse

oy Jon Scisszia, llustrated by Lane Smith (Viking Juvenile,
zmjfr)

u ghall haarr’@%’ herw loud neises go i your
wacky poems - accompaniat by Lane Smiih's
flustrations - cover averyihing from the "Waler
= rafning, i's pouing/For H20, it boving™) to

think that | ain't never seenfA poen ugly 88 &

o pﬁ,dalfeﬁs {"Mary had 2 Btile worm /She thuug 185
was & chigger /Butl everything thet Mary ste/Only mate it

blagar™) The main thing vou'l learn about science i thal i can
be a lot of fun. 40 pages. @ Parenie’ Gholcs

Soupy Saturdays with the Paln and the Great Une

by Judy Blume, Hlustrated by Jamss Stavenson (Delacorts
Frass, 2007).
This book (s about an older sister (the Great One"iand &
vernger brother (Mthe Pain®). Each chapier is told from
alternaling perspectives, so both kids gst equal time ialfing
thelr stories, which are funny, realistic and sndsaring. Though
they both make cases for detesting each cthar, it is clear that
the siblings are close, For exampi
get his bair oo, the Great One makes him a pair of fake ears,
saying that if e weers one and geis cul, the barber wiil suffe
from the curss that she placed on the aearg. A perfact read-
sloud for the whole family, this can 2asily be read by & newer
erts whio grew up on Judy Blume will enjoy i, as
Siblings will empathize with the characters, and everyons
witl fzudh 51 the situations that are unmiztakebly "Juty Blums”
108 pages. Kepler's Books

=, whean the Fain s afrald o

Tacky in Trouble

by Helan Lester. iHustralaed by Lyno M. Mensinger {Houghion

-;/\-\,1!\1—!,‘5 \j{\ w"
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Mifflin/Watter Lomraine Books, Z008).

Tacky is back, getting himsel! Into predicaments thal can only
result in delightad, vel understending, vouny readers. This
tme, Tacky is surfing while his mos
napping on el icebsrg. T
mighty gust of wind
Arelephant {Tacky tinks she's & large grey
Tacky's shirl for & perfect bouguet of fowers to grace her
kHehen fable. What can Tacky do &0 escape? H
"penguinish” tings © prove he s oot 2 table dress
marches, dives, slides and hons und

e subdued peng

pals are

il catohes a

acky's fowered s

05 he iz ransported ¢ & =r‘-pr'\l island.

istakes

fath is covered
with food. As usual, Munsinger's watercolor ustrations are

hilarious, end the story iz fold in Lester's dry, witty wone, Tacky
will certainly find new fans with this ook, while oig fans will be
raminded to reread the aiber Tacky books! 32 p :

i the

Hesris

Three Stories You Can Read to Youwr Dog

ara Svwary Miller, Busiraled by True Kellay
{ rsim Wi, ?&5 B3

Hilarious caroon illustrations scamper across
nages of this Hres-chapler book, Told In
o parson, these rollicking tales of
Burgiar,” "The Bone,” and "The Wild

will dadight humans and dogs of aff ages, Anyone who's
recognize their beipved pel in these
caning adventures, Catlovars will bs a3 de qmﬂd with the

eauat oppariu
Car (199
piciure book

Snorts

Mama Played Baseball

by David Adler, Hlustrated by Chris O'Leary (Guilliver Books,
25033

Adler g v honor tha women who plaved in the A
rofessional Baseb

@ rnan werg fighting

Laagus fromm ?945 e84,
Word War ) talented
ma for loyal fans. The
r.iaug;hier wi takes

ove of the nationsl ¢

story of one such mihlets & fold by he
fielding pracioe wilh her mama while they wail patiently for ey
daddy to coma home safely. Mustrations in off paints add
H i

moverment ang He o the story of 2 de

captuves womsnYs baseball in piciures she dra

Animals

Erpseroy Panguins

tv Robarte Edwards {Gro
ager is fdt of fun facts

nap, 2007).

T e Ga

Page 21 of 29
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their Blecyole, habitat, predators and aven
what they like to do for fun, With easy-fo-
understand explanstions and plenty of
Hustrations, Emperor Penguing is a graat
cholee for young animal lovars, 48 pagss.
Click here o buy the book on Powalls.com.
Shaita Ashdown and the Kids' Team at
Fowalls.onm

Eneyclopadia Frafisiorica: Dinosaurs

by Matthew Reinhart and Rebert Sabuda (Candiswick Prass,
2008)

FParenis need (o know that this book is both oo delicate, and
possibly oo soary (on one pags the jaws of & T-rex coms out
&t the reader} for young

kids. Algo. though thoroughly
rasearched, some of he information prasented, bofh varbally
and pictordally, s controversial, though the author is usually

careful {0 indicate this, Families who read this book could

discuss the science behind B, the steuthing and inferencas
made by palsontoiogists. Mow did they fgure oul what the
dinosaurs looked like and ate? Whatl has caused their ideas o
change? Families can also do further research together on the
types of dincsaurs presented, or find out about other species.

12 pages.
Fead the complate revisw on the Common Sense Media Wsb
site.

Publisher's Recommended Reading Lavel 812, Read Aloud

7, Rend Alone: 8 Common Sense Media

by Dorotiy Souza (Lerer Publications, 2007}

This bool proves that 2 tail can be mors than just a tall. The

appearance and funclion of tails as different as the prehensile

il of an opogsum to the deadly tall of a scorpion o the

beautiful tall of the Central Armerican gustzal are discussed.
Simple vocabulary and close-up color photographs enhanges

the appeal for young readers. [ this book is a hit, there are

additional Hiles in this series (Look What Animals Can Do, 48

pEges,

Interest grade lsvel 2-4 Eilen Phifips

Water Hols

by Zahavit Shalev (DE Publishing, 2005) (DK 24 Seres).

This book foliows the dally routine of fve diverse animals st a
watar holg on the African
The pages, which inchude & clook indicating the bme of day, are
packet wih facis abod the eatsr\g olaving, resiing
sieeping behaviors of the animals found Erz this pariicular
habitat. The visually appesling photograghs and the

conversational siyle may st hook those reluclant reade
Thers are additions! titles in
Mourtain, Arclic, Rain Forest
Reading grade lavel 7

savaneh from dawn unill midnighi

he seres, inchuding Coral Reei, -
and Desert. 48 pages.
grade level 3-8, Ellen Phillips

Page 22 of 29
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Biographisg

Fhe Flyer Flew! The Invention of the Afrplane

by Lee Sullivan Hill, Blusirated by Cralg Orback (Millrook
Prags, 2006},

This brief chapter hook featuring short simple seniences and
basic vocahulary introduces the story of Wilbur and Grviile
Wiright, inventors of the alrplane. The brothers, who ran a
bioycle shap, read aboul the fighl research of Serman Ber
Crto Lillenthsl. Whan Lilienthat di
detide o continug his research and begl

s orash, the brofhers

i build gliders.
Tachnical teyms are axplained In words and pichires. An
afterword provides an intraduction 1o their sclentific metho

= a glossary s included. This woukd be the parfest raac’: for
nguiring young soientists and those kids fascinated by airoraf
and flight. 48 pages.

Reading grade lavel 2, interest grade level: 13, Bllen Philips

Frice

. ustraied by Ang Juan (Arthur
;2002
The remarkable end nspirations! life of Mexican

Bonat piciurs book,
painting career
ons that
adlable in English and Spanish. PES

idas work, Ay

rasemble Fr
Fookin
Feobarto Glemerts: Pridge of ihe Pitishurgh Firsles

¢

by Jonah Wirter, ustrated by Rau! Colon (Atheneum

This beautifully Hiustrated book ohronicles the caresr of Latin
basebalt star Roberlo Clamente, from ks ehiidhood in Puario
and fmcai%&; {0 his
death in 2 plane crash on his way o aid earihguske viclims ére

Rico, through bis major league carear

Q.
o

Arnarica. This inspirational siory Ioliows Clamends from

Carr

humble beginings (Ris first basebsll glove was made fom 2

coffes

his legs

sries fame in the mgjor leagues o
le model for aspiing basebal! plavers and as

g of Puerto Rlco for pis harraniiarian work,
A pages,

Reading grade lavel 5, ade level ¥-3, Dien Philips

Sixtesrn Years fn Bivtesn Seconds: The
Sammy Les Story

Sammy Lae, arr iy
Korgar American in 1820 Los An

Sarmyry was only alfowed 1o use the pool ons day o

sus viewsd as "Colored.” Sammy did not

Wi TS way. He knew that Siving wag in his soul,
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50 he spent bie days practicing In sand near his home, and his
nights studying to be a doctor in arder fo honor his father's

wishss, in 1948, Dy, Sammy Lee became the first Asian
Amierican to win & gold medal in the Clympios. Accompanied

by sensitive, thoughtiul lustrations. Fiisha Rosch

Smart About - Beorge Weshington Carver, The Peanut
Wizard

by Laura Driscol, llustrated oy Jill Weber (Grosset & Dunlap,
2003

in this installation of the Smart About? series, student Annig
WMarcus has chosen her favorite sclentist, Georgs Washinglon
Carver, as the subjedt of her assignment. Through Annle's
fourmal, which includes great Hlustrations and photographs,
readers leam hal George Washington Carver was one of the
first farmers o introduce orop rotelion for belter and healthier
crops. Me also plonesred the commercial use of peanuls,
inctuding the invention of peanut butter! Krshe Roach

What Presidhents Arve Made OF

by Manoch Piven {Athenewm, 2004).

A humorous yet informative look at the ULS, Presidents in
chronglogical arider. Piven uses found objects fo comprise the
faciat features of the presidents with hilarious resuliz, Fun
febits that gotually stick with vou! Krisha Roach

History

George Orim and the Saratogs Chig

saviiz Tavior, fusirated by Frank Morrison (Lee & Low
Books, 2008),
Growing up in the 18802 iy Saratoge Springs, New York,
George Crum experienced prajudics hecause of his mixed
Nathve-American and Aftican-American racial heriiage. With a
passion for cooking and sgainst the odds. he landed 2 joh as 2
chef at a fine restaurant fraguenisd by an upscale disnisle. He
prided himself on his culinary wient and repudation, and the
popuiarity of his cuisine grew. One day a diner complains that
fer French-fried potatoes. # fashionable new dish at the time.
are cul foo thick. In 2 it of aggravation and o taach the

customer 4 lesson, George accidenially crestes the all-
American snack food, potato chips. The Bvely and comical
avryiic llustrations add 1o the fun of this guirky bruedlife story,
37 pages. '
rterest grade javal 2-4

Chan Phillips

fascinating tdbils about food from around the world, 1
oiiid has ar interest i unnue bisforiosd facts e s the ¥
for Wi, PES Dookinder

GOk

BTc e

T ;.
T
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1 the Mayfower

by Kate Waters, Hushated by Russ Kendall {Scholastic, 1898,
What wotitd it be ke to have raveled o Amarica on board the
Mayfowsr? Why did people leave thelr homeland and come to
e MNaw World? What was i like on this long treacherous
voyegs? [he answers (o these questions and more are
angwared i this historoad acoourt of an apgarer{rce boy and &

ragsanger gl as they journeyed 1o Plymouth, 40 pages.

[

&

Shipwreck 8t the Boflom of the World: The Extraordinsey
Trie Biowy of Shacklelon and the Endurance

by Jenn Efﬂf Armglrong, llustrated by Frank Hurley (Random

sz of the man who attempled o oross the
ter han fotions
rated with phot

rvival stories,

05 that survived from the
s excling adventurs, 128 %:z@ss,
s ravigw on the Dommon Sense Media Web

voyane, |
Faad the oo
site,

Haad Alone: 810, Commaon Senss

The Storv of ¢

by latherine Foss, Busirated by Sarolyn
Croft (Random House Books for Young
Readers, 1888},

Tha Story of the Pilgrims, 2 piclurs book,

beging with the plight of 2 group of ceople
¢ parssouted for thelr
religious beliefs. Though the risks

WHD were hamn

ra many. the Filgrims
decidad @ lsave England. Ross {akes readers on the ha

raay to the New World ard explains the suffering dur
ims' first winter. Sha“ also explores he relationships the

calonists b he Indlans, and she brings the feast of the

first Thanksgiy or primary reazlers, 24 pages. Jennifer

Thompson
How Things Work

How fo Be g Baby, by e the

by Sally Lioyd-Jones, Hlustrate: us Heap (Schwartr &
Wade Books/Random House Children's Books, 70071
sister axplaing thmgs you can'ido as o :)zﬁ*\,ﬂ arict thing

&{?mm;ﬁf
younger sislings, 40 peg

My Librarian s 8 Camel: How Books Are B
Chiltiven Arpund fthe World

{Bovde Mills Prass

te boats and ol ihis 5 an

iengths

irarians go o
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to bring books o children around the world. 32 pages, Krisha
Roagsh

My Benator angd ke

by Edward M. Kennedy, llustrated by David Small {Scholastic
FPrass, 2006,

Splash, & Portuguess walsr spanfel, follows his owner, Senplor
Egward Rennedy, through a typical day on Capitol il
providing commentary on what goes on there. This book is @
ook al our legistative process that is considerably mors
enteriaining than most, thanks in part o David Smail's
humorous Blustrations. included in the book is additions!
information on Senator Kennedy, Splash the water spanis!

{and how o contact him by emall}, and the procass by which &

bl becomes g law, 58 pages.
inferest grade level 2-4 Elen Phillins

Sclence and Nature

Sompost, by Gashl An Adventurs With Vermizomposting

by Micheils Eva Portman (Flower Praess, 2002).

What is vermicomposting? Ifs a system for tuming food waste
inte planting scit with the help of warms. Micheils Evs Poriman
provides a primar on e process as an enteriaining siory — 8
vourg givt and her mom convert 2 storags box inte a houss for
thelr new "pets.” The boxis a vermicomposting bin, and he
pete gre redworims. Accormpanied by adorabie lustraiions,
Compost, by Goshl inciudes a how-to saction for chiltran 1o iy
composiing gt home. 42 pages. Dantalle Marshal

Draar Ghfidren of the Egrth

by Schim Sohimmel (MNorthword Presg, 1804)
Thiz book delivers an sxiremsly important
message. s a felter o all children from
Mothar Maiure, asking them o please love her

8 she loves them. The

usiraticns are
absolutely stunning! Adulls as wall as children
can benefit and will be impacted by this book. Dariens Kenny

Fichael Recyole

by Ellie Bethel, fiustrated by Alexandra Colombo (Worthwhile

Bocks, 2008}

Wiritten w celebrate Eanth Day (Aprll 22), Michae! Recyole ielis
the adventures of g voung superhern whoss powers allow bim
0 teach peaple abou reoyoling. Ki

will redate o this "green-
caped crusader” and the idea that ons person can make a
difterence. 28 pages. Danielle Marshsi!

Reayoiel A Mandbook for Kige

by Gail Giobons (Ll

Profific children's author Galt Glbbons's cartaons i primary
shapes and colors Hustrate how o recycke vervious progucts o

out dirwny on the need for landfills. Paper, plastic, ¢

nlom s ey

HOLOTE
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cang - gach s covered — how o recyela them, why it's
ricessary and its benefits. A first-rate introduction to the world
of recycling and #s environmental benefits. 32 pages. Da
Marshall

ielle

Seoasonal

Thankaghving Say

by Gall Gibbons (Live Oak Mediz, 18851
Gail Gihbons has vel again wiiltan g delightful plcture

highlights the origing of the firel Thanksgiving, as well as the
way the celebration has evolved over the vears, Gail Gibhong'
simple text and bold, beautiful plotures present bath histo
and current cordexis in 8 way that satishies the curosity of
young children. 32 pages. Jennifsr Thompson

Sports and Healih

The Busy gﬂdy Book: A Kid's Guide o
Fitness

by Lizzy Mockwell {Crown Books for Young
Reatiers, 2004).

I this guide to fiiness, the author Busiraties the
parts of the body EH\JOW%‘-d i baing ohvsically
active: the skeleton, musdles, brain and rarves, lungs, haar,
and vesssls. She also explains what the body neads to fus!
chivity: Tood, water, oxygen, and rest

Firaly, the author

551

zotivities (o kesp the body PES
The Kids Bununer Games Book
by ane Dyake and Ann Love (Kids Can Press, Lid., 20023

A nerfect game guide for group leaders looking fo plan summer
adtivities, this book Is exfremely acoessible, both for kigs and
adults alike. There are 150+ games included, ranging from
hs(gr- ~ard-seek o reasure hunting to capture the fag. Th
is broken ug ino dypes of games and activities, such as "indoor
Games " which molude card games and dominoes, and “Land
Action” which gives us badminton, Frishes and oroguet, While
“Games o Maks" suggests pickup sticks and home-styls
bingn, "Waier Games” reminds us thal water safely ks no
game. There ars aise suggestions for individual activilles that
mas and maglo tricks, encil Hustrations
ve are sisters
wi graw up slaving thess games and put their famil

endivert e explanaiion of riles. Drakes an

axperiencas into this book, 2o woll a3 thelr bast

Wids® Surmmer Handbook and The Kids Campli

3

Fasing H idren's libravian with §

o

[ ungder ths

s

-

Public Library, and he mother of three daughions
age of 6.

e T ) R T Yo
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Dartans Kenny is the firadan at San Frangisce's Clarendon
Eiementary School, a California Distinguished School, Darlens
has been Clarendon’s librarian for 20 years. during which fime
hoth her sofn and her nephew graduated from the achool.

s a ,eres:s-ur in tha School of Education af

rahaii s 2 former ongtimes
!><}<}rsviEsa‘ most notably for Powell's Books in
Portfand, Oregon. She continues her love of
all things book related by now working 25 the
rarketing manager for Bevond Words
Publishing, best known as the publisher of

The Secret, When not working or reading. you
can find Danielle with 2 saucepan or an iPod i

hands,

Phitlins nolds a master's degres |
information management and has been a lbrartan n the
Saddieback Valley Unified School Distict in Caifformia £
vears, She has worked in both elementary and secondary

ibrary and

libraries, created recommented book lists for K412 teachers
and managed motivational reading programs for both
alarmentary and secondary school students. Zilen is Hie mother
of two grown daughters, both avid readers

t 15 an sarky education administrator, As a

formmer book seE ar for over 18 years she crasted ¥

for K12 teachers. Kiisha is tha mother of thres boys,
W ang &

maen s a8 Reading Speacialist for the Manassas
v Fublic Schools in Virginda. She was recently awsarded the

Washsﬁgzon Post's Aghes Mever Outstanding Teacher of the

Year Award, Jennifer has 18 vears of teaching experience. s

Master's Degres In Currdoulum and Instructon, and a Reading

Spacialist

Licanse for K12,

Uhitdran's Choloes, a project of %hra
irterrational Reading Association and
The Chidren's Book Councl, is an
annual list of favorite books chosen by
childran.

4

*F organizetion dedicatsd o helpig ‘j parenis

e is & no Fl}ai’ﬂ!

ke informad madia and entariainment
chotees o ihelr famites,

s Booaks, a halbcarury old,
full-servics general bookstore in Maidc
Fark, Califformiz. Antonis Sauire s tha

puyer and managey of the children's
deparimant thare. Squire believes that

- LR R ST
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& retuctant reader is one who has nof vet found the right book,
nd tehes greatl pleasure in pulling the dght book in the hands
of the right child,

o

The Farent cige Foundation s an
indlependent, not-for-profit evaluator of

chitdran's books, videos, foys, audios, oo

o, tetevision and magazines. s missior

haln kids grow - imaginatively, physically, morally and
mentaiy L7

f B & O PBS Parenls, o section of the
PES Web site, youll find & #

Aire called
Bockiinder, wheare vou can discover books gearad

fo the s your ol

From a storefront in 1977 in Porfland, Cregon,
. an independeant family-owned
rawn ko a meccs for Dook

book

six focations in the Portland ares and an award-

3 Web site.

friore great Hps fo keep your child ontrack? Sign up for owr

P p—
newsleliorg =

More on GrestSchooiz.org
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