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By Greas is Book Mook Ux

Fletionn

i About Friends

Frog and Toad Are Friends

oy Armald Lobed (Harper Colling, 18700

This classic features the escapades of Frog and Toad, an

adoraide amphiblous duo who are the best of friends. Your
chifich wili fove these

five stories about
Fiendship that
Fintion include advaniures

. o such as fesling
Al Aboui Frisrvds

Books Abcul e Joy of Raading g & bathing

sult, walting for mail,
finding a lost button
Hoolks Abowt School and waking up fom

Hooks Aboul Naturs

hibemation in the
spring. Caldeccl
C Honor Book, 1871
Books with Positive Messages 84 pages

Books to Calm Chilthood
Anxisties

Reading Em.avel:
Hinvargs

Clagsic Childhood Favoriies -
250

Ao, umﬂfea -2,

Feaad to Seil. PRE

=

Faritasy Books

Mystaries

o o Hookiinder
Historical Fiction
Seasonal Storles L vy ard Bean
Sitliness and Humor 0‘7’ Annie Barrows,
Srort tec by Soohis
oS )
s Blackali (Chroninie
o Books, 2007).
Murdiation

A gure bif with kids
Tie Arig starting chapter
books, Parenis noed

Bipgraphios

o know the award-
winning book s
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about making a new
fiend, learning sbouwt

HManith pem
Haaith differences and
Hislory sharing an

. ) mdventure. O the
Solence and Matre -
surface these girls
appear vary different.
One wears dresss
s i ARG reads books, the

Mast Our Exparts

*her hag a sassy mouth and Hkes © get dirly. Some sibling
s5uU6s cocur, inchiding fighting with an older sister, sisaling her
money, playing tricks on her and calling her namas Iike
“lightwad, " With s aversized print. frequernt black-and-white
flustrations and sasyao-foltow plol, this first boolcin the aeries
is & great beginning chapter ook for kids who are st
smerging Fom eardy readers. 120 pages. Awardsr ALA Notabie
Children's Book, Booklist — Editor's Cholce, Kirkus Reviews —
Bast Early Chapler Books,
Read the complste review on the Common Sense Medla Web
sis.
Read Alpud:Age 8. Read Alone: Agss 8-8
Commaon Sense Media

Margare! and Margarfa Margerita v Baroarst

by Lynn Reiser (Ravo, 1883}
Your ohifd wifl love this bilingual (Spardeh and Fnghish) book
about 2 budding friendship between an Endish-apaaking ol

il # SpansiFspesing girt who mest in & park.

For our Spanish readars: A su ninge le encenteraeste i

bilingue sobre una amisiad que crece entre una ning

ingles v ung nine qus habla espanot gue se conocan
pargue, 32 pages.

ding Leval Grades K-1, Read Aoud, PES Booldinder

by Pat Hutching {Greenwiliow, 1993}
= girls can be fMends and

This playil story shows thatl two
appraciate aach other evern though they ars good at doing

diffarent things. You child witl enjoy this book over and over

again, 37 pag

Reading Level Grades K-1. Read Aloud. PBS Bookfinder

There s o Bird o Your Head!

by Mo Wiksens (Myperion Books for Children, 2007)

]

Baspeckisd and g it

s sirgased oul, pessinistio Berald the
steshant has the ook of 2 worried old man while his upbeat

iriend

fe is much more kid-like and exubsrant. Together
r.in much the same way as Frog and
shrple and repetiive encugh Tor

ey, A the burnor will held thelr

avear and aver agaiﬁ; es;;ec,i: I they are able to share parts

af

with another reader, And, happily. this is onlv ong of several In

1712071
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the Elophant and Piggie series. 84 pages,

Read Aloud: Age 4. Read Alone: Age &

Read the complete review on the Common Sense Media Web
sie.

Comman Sense Media

Widlgat

by Lyn Rogsiter MoFarandg, lllustrated by Jim MeFariand
{Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008

Widgel. a homeless dog, wanders into a delighthyd house flled
with food and warm beds. The oniy problem is that the food
and bads belong o six hostiie cats. Widget, a cie dm;‘
convinees the cats that he fits In by lsaming to meow and pur,
I yaur ohiltf loves animats, he s sure 1o anjoy this delightful
tale.

First-gracer Fead to Salf. FRE Bookfinder

Books About the Joy of Reading

1'

Auni Chip & the Great Triple Cresi Dam Affalr

by Patricia Polacen (Philorel, 19981
5 50 beloved i Triple Creek that no one aven

rernembers how o read. Books are si8 around, but are mostly
used {o snore-up the local dam. When Aurt Chip g

achos Bl o

rasad, fig new love of books leads birn o pluck 2 boolk |
dam, producing = flood that changes ihe lown forever, Krist

Roach

The Bay Who Loved Words

by Honi Sohobier, i
20081
in this ook, a words-loving boy spraads the wasli, Parents

 (Random MHouse,

nesd b know that thare's nothing to be concerned about and
much to be leamead in this introduction to the oy of words.
Families who read this book could disguss words, What malkes
sume words so much fun? How does knowing 2 iof of words
help® What are some of vour favorite words? Toge
aleo leam the words in the book's glossary and try using them
reday Hfe whenever you can. Also, how aboul sfarting

her you can

n ave
vour own sollectons of wonderful words? 35 pages.

Feag the complets raview on the Comman Sense e

s,

ideh

7+ Common Sanse Media

Cearlo and the Really Nics Librarian

by Jession Spanyol (Candlewick, 2004)
Little giraffe Cardo is very excited 1 go o the
iy with his dad, but feels very shy of the
. Chinea, who happens io bs a
5 he

igeahle zhout books whv i, the e

PR
e Carlo |

bamrrs@ fagt friends. K
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Eddward and the Prates

Written and Hustraled by David McPhatl (Lite, Brown, 1987).
When Edward discovers a mysterious, dusty book on pirales
hicden away ort a shell in the library. he can'twail o gel it
home. When pirates coms to his room iooking for the seoretio
hidden treasure, he realizes how precipus the gift of reading
can ba. Krishs Roash

Max's Woees

by Kate Banks, Hustraied by Borts Kulikov (Farrar, Straus &
Giiroun, 2008).

This homage I the witing life ghves new maaning o the
i precept known &8s "lengusye acguisiien” Max's

eduratins

hrother Benemin coilecis stamps: his other brother, Karl,

colfleciz coins; and Max wanis 2 collection of his own, in a siv

dig at reviewers and reviewing, he outs up a nublication that

tooks — suspiciousty - ke the New York “%”émees Book Review
andt coflects pllas of words in g polpourt of fonts, Words, of
course, ead (o story .. and pretly soon all threa brothers are
happily engaged i oresting 2 ale aboul & brown wormn, 2
gresn snake and 2 mean crocodile. .. 32 pagss. @ Parends’
Cholce

Yoo Bead io %Iﬁ, P Faacd te Your Very
oy

by Mary Ann Hoberman, Sustraied by
Ernperiay {Lithe Brown, 20044
HMolerman has writter a charming sequstto

her firs! hook of the same e, Setl for wo

voioes, these hilarious varsions of the three

bears. pigs and goatz, plus a couple of princesses and one
neanstalk, can be read by even beginning readers, The cazy
appeal of partnered reading ard slighlly auirky stortes are oo
srggly for just one reading, Simple text with sbundant humor
and comdo Hustrailons follow the invitation: "We'll read each
page o one another. Youll read one side, 1 the other” D, Jan

Boolks About Nature

The Apple Pie Tha! Paps Beked

by Lauren Thompsorn, Husiraled by Jongthan Baan (Simon &

'

kitcher, frand even solentific. in simiple
{anguag & that is also postic and true,
heartwarming story of how the appd

"'?*ompqm tofis the

& i)sc TR
& ok infroduction to the whole scologics

& finsl loving touch, she adds ¢
snaving the pls with all the crestures on the Tarm.

cie is mads Ci‘}m;ﬁéezta 34 peges,
Haag Aloua: Age B Fead Alone: Age 6

R : comipiels review on the Common Sanse Media Wab

”_—w.--,-p)f\.‘ -

Pty
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aife.
Cormmeon Sanse Medis

Hear Snores G

by Karma Wison, Hlusirated by Jane Chapman (Slmon &
Sohuster, 20035

One by one, cold an rmm:;w forest animals take refuge In
Brown be & snores an as they light a fire, pop
popromy, and brew tea, This detightiul dyming booiowith
beautiful full-page Hustrations and an unforgeitabls
capture your chiid's interest. 32 pagas.

Firat-grader Head o Seif. PBES Bookfingsr

Tho Biy Soow

by Barta and Phrer Mader (Alladin, 2008
This classic Calaacott winner from 1048 Husirates how wi

comes 1o the woods and how the animals make their
preparations. While g
sheller and discover tha
house has weff some pro
quiat and beauiifisl as 2
Dantelle Marshall and the Wds™ T,

gesse Ty south, squi

Gr in a nearby stons
halr winter foast, As

WHary of a Wombal

by Jackie Franch, Hlusirated by Bruce Wi
2003}

humorous diary takes e warnbal's poinl of view as ha

farior Books,

deseribes his daily iife. in particular, he explains how he raing

3%

his neighboring hurmans to give birm the toad h 15, 3

The Snow Leopard

by Jackis Morrls (Fre coln, 20073,
Very rarely do absohnely gorgecus piciurs books fike 1

Come

along. This original, mystioal, mountain sio
dreams and hears 2 lgopard, once human, that "sang the slars
tey Hite.” When m*ruoers wace thalr hidden va the feapard
[asses on both his motective song and his ardmat fonm to the

5 of a hoy who

thig picture

Danieiie Marshall and the Eézr:iv: Taam st Powels oom

of poems

gy, loicles, woo
Blustery day. Your child is bound &
s

a7 o the oy of 8 snowy wirgsr or reminds

5 Bookfindsr

v act ‘-."iiy. r
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Clementing

by Bara Permypacker, Hlustrated by Marla Frazee (Hyperion,
20063,

Move over, Ramona — hera comes Clementine. The main
character, Clementing, I8 a precodious third-grader wha
frequently gets into mischiad, though with the good infention o
solve probiems, In ons week she "ixes" her Fend's halr by
cutting it alf off, helps oul the principal by answering her ot
and pays aftenlion in class by watching the janitor embrace

ELtr“;cs“[ .ady A wide age range will enjoy this book and anjoy
reading it aloud, from the emergend Kindergarner reader u
third-graders, 144 pages.

Read the compiele review on the Common Sense Media Web

aifg,

Raad Aloud) 5, Read Alona: 7+ Commaon Sense bMs

by Peter Reynolds (Candiswick Prass, 20035
Perfeciionism, insecurity, getting siarted — thase are aff
inportant toplog for budding students o think about, and
discuss with thelr parenis. 32 pages.

Head the complste review on the Cormmon Sense Media ¥
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4+, F;ea ,&EW- O+, Cﬁmmm Sémge Media

Emily's First 100 Days of School

by Rosamary Walls (Myperion Books for
Children, 20003

Count the first one hundred days of schodl
with Emity in this Tun, facl-filfed book,
Children will love learning about Emily's
'days at achoot 8¢ she lsams the alphabet,
sings, reads and dances. The oversized
format of this book makes the bright Hlustrations pop off the
pages. 64 pages. PES Bookfing

Litile CHiFs First Doy of Schoof

by Clifton L. Taulber, fiustyrated by £.8. Lawis (Puffin, 2003).
Little CHIT does not want fo go fo first grade. He does not want

to leave his toys or his family. However, once he sees his

frends and hears evervons having a good time, he quickly
shanges his mind, Any child who has feli ambivalent about

starting school will appreciale this story. 37 pages. PBS
Bockfindar
fige Bmith's incredible Story Book

ndd {Tretton, 2002}

e ool e teecher in
Zaoh's sot {m[ g shm
storvbook, Wherr bis

hier storvbook, chaeracters

her class axperences the adveniures

P Ty

(SRR S
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from her magic book in real el Does the magic work for &l
readers of the siorybook? See what happens when the
princlpst tries to resd from Miss Smith's storvbook. Jermifer
Thompson

The Mew GBI ... poed Be

by Jacou Bobbins, iustrated by Matt Phelen {(Simon &
Schuster, 2008].
Shakesta is the new givl and like all new kids since schoois

were firs] ivenied she fa s
parsan by Mg, wise in 8

story of adjusiment ang

ol of place. Told in the

ways of school politics, this

sdding frierdships carafully

a chitd-aved perspactive 1o make s polrd s not so rmueh
what vou say that makeas & i

37 pages. € Parents’ Oh

s that you say

Ramopna the Pest

by Bevery Cleary, ustrated by Tracy Dockray (HamperTropine
1082).
Harnena the Pest s one of Cisa

v stories of the faisty
Famona. Children are sure o tove hearing aboul Remona's
fans will alse
snjoy Beerus and Ramens end Ramona Cuimby, Age 8. 208
pages. PES Bookfinder

trounies in Miss Binney's kinds

Bocoks to Calm Childhood Anvieties
Afgxanter and the Yerrible, Horribis, No Good, Very Bad
Day

by Judith Vierst, lliustrated by Ray Cruz (Aladdin, 18873
Have you ever had 2 that you'd rather forget? Then you
will cartainiy be able e {0 poer Alexander whan his day
starts bad and gets prouressively worse as the day goes on.

fr. o
the disappoiniment of not getiing & surpriss i his cereal box,
Alsxander keeps you laughing a8 he complains aboul his
nomibie day. This is a great book for parents and teachers 1o
rmd i children when they are baving "one
Thomason

From e moment Alex wakes up, with gun in hig |

Hiose daysl”

Worryitng You

by Ferids Wolff and Mamiel May
Savitz, Husiraisd by Mare
LeToumeaau {Tanglewood Pres
2005}

filg s a cleverly wrillen 2ngd

ausy |

Darimm Kanny

Oy Brother!

by ikl Girimes, ilus

Page 70f 29
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20083,

This Is a special book. Kach page-spread is & poem, and
together the posms tell the story of & bi-racial, biended family
overcoming the trisls and ibulations of isaming to lve and
lave together. Xaviers mom has just ried Chyig' dad, Te
Havier, ihe house fesls oo small, t?v»‘ love not enough for two
&nd just about everyihing Cluls does, Xavier sees as il
intentienad or compeliiive. But hat makes the book sound
heavy when nceed ese are witly, moving poems that skip,
sink, soay and ke unexpesisd twists, along with the e boy's
srindens. When the brethers work things ouf and find joy in
aach other, ayy S-year-old daughier in my lap was full of

N

fappiness and bounce. The plolures are energatic, exprassive
and colorful, and more then malch the text - they give it e

@3

arct whimnsy. 32 pages. Kepler's Books

P

Books with Positive Messages

iy B Surprisg

hy Juliz Gr‘an (Scholastic, 2007).

runelis’s unending knowiedge of insects saves her class rom
diszster. As her clessmates celebrate, Prunelia presents 2
show-and-fel surprise, much o the delight of the students. 32
papss. Children's Cholces

g

Dzl Jackie and Me

by Myron Unibarg, Bustrated by Colin Boolrman (Peachires
Fulblishars, 2005}
An eamazing sern-auiohiographical piclure book about 8 young
boy and his deal father setin Brookdyn. The year is 1847 and
lmokie Robinson has just been sighed o {h@ Erookiyn

i Atthouoh Dad was never g sports fan (since he can't

am o the radio). he becomes dbtﬂ“m!n ath to mael
perscn. He wants io shake the hand of a man he

views a5 & &indred spirit, "who works 1o overcoms thoughihess
prejudics.” This book is a beaullful social justice story and also
@ love letter from & son to his father. Krishs Roach

Elana's Seranads

ated by Ana Juan (Athens

Muore t?‘ari anvihing, Shena wanis to be a glass-blower, but in
her region it Mexico, and in e father's eves, this is an art for
boys alone. When she heads o Monterrey, where ail the great
glass-biowers ive and work, disguised as a boy, ghe leams the
depth of her own falent. 40 pages. Krishs Roach

The Empty Pot

{Henry Holl, 1986%
mperor of Ching s looking fo

arid he plves

& the
flowers In one year will be

thel the one

iitthe boy with a green Hhumb who can'l seam

cwarticie

\f’r‘f\f -r\:nf« ?(‘F [

welE
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o get his seed o grow! Wil the emipeiror be abla o see his
aamest spirit? 32 pages. Krisha Roaoh

Henry end Bodge

by Cynthia Ryiant (Aladdin, 1996).

Heney and Mudgs is a del sqht?u asarly chanier book that
features & young boy named Heanry, Menry Bas no siblings and
ne fitlgnids in his neighborhood. Poor Henry Is loneiy and is

yearrdng for o pet so his parents allow him o get a hugs,

iovaabie dog named Mudge, Henry and Mudge becoms

frends and Mudge Ollows Henry everywhere, One day, Mudgs

gels lost, Wil Menry and Muadge find sach other again?
Jennifer Thommson

Mow fo Be o Good Dog

by Gaill Fage {Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2008),

Bobe was usually & good dog and go! lols of reats, but when

Whan aven
the cat hegan {0 miss him, the cat ieﬁcn% oo how to ba a
good dog, 32 pages, O

he was & bad dog. he was sent to his doghous

f Erow You Cowld

by Craig Dorfman, flu
Chiisting Ong (Grosset & Dunlan,

A sweeatly wrillen nostzlgic book.

ingsong riviming verse comb
Qe Nelps us
ramember that anything s possible IF vou parsevers, Younger

with the famiiar blue &

greater masnd

behind each rhyming verse, This book encourages children o
believe in themselves. Dariens Kenny

children may need help undersiandiog th

faggedy Ann's Wishing Pebble

wittien by Johnny Grusle, Hlustrated by Jan Paimer (Aladdin,

20023

A beautifully ihustraled book with evervong's favariie rag dofls,
Ann g v Ann and Andy ady

thair apimal friends oy o h E'@t?ﬁ@kfﬁ‘-? & rragic wishing

setisie st has heen stolen by & tickster named Mink

Iy

not Andy. I ihis Rago

re, all

discussions about whal wishes

What's o Bad Abowt Being An Only CF

by Carl Best, llustraled by Sophle Blackal {Farrar, Straus an
Griroan, 20077

This sly revarsal o
aby nicture bo

TSN

: Angetla

e family ook & har
nela Jaif to Aunt Barbs

j& an HosBmery's avery ne

Gives new ma ther term "cosastad.”

comes o e conclusio ingy this targ

Page 9 of 29
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atfection is hard work and she takes her complainis alf the way
0 the op. You nesd (o have another kid rght away,” she elis

her mother, hands firmiy plantad on her bips. "And th&i 5 thatl,”
inthe end, all is resolved o evervone’s safisfaction, though not
int the way Rosemary demands or ever %’ﬁaginﬂsi and the
clever title changes from a statement of fact o an coen-endad
quesiion. 32 pagss. © Parenis’ Chofce

Classic Childbood Favorites

Charlofte’s Web

by B8, White, Hlustrated by Garlh Wiliams {HarperColling,
1952).

Farents need 10 know that a major charactey dies, peacefully
but gione, All ohildren (and most adulis) will oy, bul sspecialy
sensitive children may be disturbed. Familizs who read this
book could discugs the various conoepts of endship
praseniad here, Charlot
refationship - what does she get in retumn? How shouid one
treal one's frends? What shouild one expect from them? 184
pages, Newbery Honor Award.

Read the complste review o the Common Serme Media Web

obviously gives & oty @is

Publisher's Recomimanded Reading Level 8210, Read Aloud:

S+, Read Alone: ¥+, Comimon Sense Medis

The Hundred Dresses

by Elsanor Bstas, illusirated by Louis Skebodkin (Marcourt,
Hrace & World, 1670).

fa i iy 1o teach compassion? That's what this
G eautiful piciure book aspires to do. When
schooichildren make fun of Wanda Pefronskl, bath for her

tihat she waars the same dress 10 schos!

baging to tell the @il taie that she has "one
hundrad dreases at hoime. When the children laam the tuth,
they ara given the chance for selfreflaction. The iassons
learnied hete will lxst vour child & iletime. 86 pages.

Danfelle Marshall and the Kids' Team al Powslls.com

| Wish That | Had Duck Feet

by Theo. LeSieg (Dr. Seuss), Husirated by B. Tobay {Random
House Books for Young Readers, 1865,

Fram the momant my mom ripped out the maikin coupon from
Hghiights nagazing, | loved receiving my monthly maiiing from
the "Dy Beuss Beginning Readers” dook club. OF all the books
Drecaivad, [ Wish Thal [ Had Duck Pestwas my favoriie.
Witten by Theo, LeSleg (Geisel backwards —a
nams Dr. Ssuss usad when he did not Hustrate a Gt Ie,

charmer, MNow | gsn from aar o sar whee

o at Powealls.com

Per ey
OIRATRS
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by Virginia Lee Burlon (Houghton Mifflin, 1878
First, tel me say that Virgirda Lee Burion i one of my ailtime
favorites. Mike Mulligan and His Slearn Shovel s just ong of

the many fantasiic books she has glven us which feature
themes such as how i treal each oiher and believe in vourssil
The Littke House i modes

t ustrated. Whal happens
wiers e werld changes around you? An early commentary on
wrbanization and & heartwarming reod Winner of the
pr@siiqi@us Cealdecott Medal in 12432, 40 pages.

ansiie Marshall and the Kids” Team at Powslis com

The ie Pringe

writlen and iustratad by Anloine de Saint-Eaumery ¢
Brace and Co., 1843

This most beautiful and inoughtlyd of children's ¢k
syl for chitdren. Though i logks like a piclure bool,

size. brevity, and the avthor's delicate walsrgolors, its

iwhood appeals more o
teens and %xdmt& Meverthaless, cumd usr with the rig

thoughtfulness and nostalgls for chi

- Kids with the patience for & slow and genile tale can ind
thelr introduction o fis kindly phitosophy ons of their maost vivid
moments in childhood, 98 pages,

complste review on the Common Sense Medla Wab

G iavel All Ages, Read
e &6 Common Sense Media

by Richard ana ¥
{Little, Brown & Co
Mr Popper's Pengiing is o inond books
that kids always remamber, ranks up here with

Cherlotts's Wel and Jemas and the Glant Poach. aptas

y Hobert Lawson

and ave

hook's witly dislogue (albeit with dated language), ot
sracters and an ethical pradicamant make Hhis book s

‘abie today as in the 182305 In fact, many teachers mdaﬁf
igﬂgkaga’ arts curricuim. Mr. Poppers

good # for most first and second-grads s'ead'er“

50 be read goud to kindsrgariners, 139 pages,

woon the Common Sanse Medis Web

sHe,
Fublishiers Recornmenaad

ot -7, Read Aloud:

stliz

-8, Read Mone; 712, Co

s Juffan Telfis by Amn Carmeron (Random House

greal introdiiction o the concapt of short storie
The tales are imaginative, Tun and a greal depictio

iy In everyday situgtions. The st 2rioih of the

P . - ey e -
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chapters keeps the book from fesling overwhelming for &
young readar. 80 pages.
Dantelle Marshall and the Kids' Team at Powsliis.com

Fantasy Books

Fairytale News

by Colin and Jacqul Hawking, {Candiewiok
Prags, 2004}

Revisit favoriie fairy tales and nursery
rhyimes as Jack delivers newspapers o
ragrmorable characters including the
fmarsome glanl who lives afop the beanstalk.
Don't miss the rost recant edition of the Fabrvizle News twucked
into the back of the book. Childran's Choices

Fin M'Coud, The Glani of Knockmany Hill

by Tomie De Pacle (Holiday House, 18811

This trish folidale of Fin M'Coul. his Jovely wife Conagh ard s
namesis, the pugilistic glant Cuaullin, is a perfect read-alowd.
Firvis busy bullding a causeway to Scotland {stilf called the
Glant's Causeway today) when he nears that the bull &

is beating up ali the other giants and is on his wayv io sdd Pis ©
his list of victims. Conagh comes o the rescue and with the
haln of @ fairy charn she fick
one giant betler el alone, e

TR T
LI

s Cucutlin into declding that Fin s

a's wontderi arhwork,

spiinklad with pictures of
persongily o the main charaoters and both charm and Celtic
blarnay o the tale. Dr. Jan LaBonty

1 metaiwork, gives plenty of

Fiebsam

by David Wissner (Moughton Miffiin, 20081

rend cantgy in the ish-aye lons on the cover of this fantastic
visual voyage fioals another lens centered in the face of an old-

i ihe story of & voung bov's ip 1o the beaoh; the disoovary of
a camara washed up by & rogus wave; & rip o the one-howr

fitm devslogers; a sei of mysterious underwater imsges and a

ograph showing a child who is holding a piclure of a

shild wihe s holding e picture of & child who is hold

of o ohile and so on L e infriguing me

History through a progressive serles of

- A itrguing

treal from beginning to end. 40 pages. © Parants’ G

The Flower

by Jobry Light, thustrated by Lisa Evans {Chilif's Flay
international, 2007),

Brigg lives in & oity of the fulure whars the lardscape is all

s a0 that even 2

dsan by glant vaouurs gy

B rovers an

wwiires of

He segrches the oity for races of this baauly and disoow
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pack of aeeds at a junk shop. The Flower has & subtlety that
intrigues both older and younger children who tolally get it 've

hiad won :ik_,; f

espnnses — joyiul and vigorous affinmations of
how they tove, love, love fowers, And they draw lots of tham
after reading his book, 80 have som
hardy! 32 pages. Kepler's Books

s pAGET sNd Grayons

e
o
i
fond
i
]

i the Oastle Inside the Mossum

v 1o
m; soens of g wis
saring info the glass case on the cover slars
@ the case, the girlin the castle, jonely in hes
be lostin  dreamiike ance. Yel as the
ssader lsams et the gitt in the castle misses
37 i‘h@\: leave the mussurr and dreams of thelr
ms of the resder. who s, i the end,
cave hésfher picture above the girl's bed inside the
z:aﬂi,%a, inside the glass case, inside the mussuny, Inside the
ling. Much fiks the Escher-like
%, the three worlds ntersect and

retu, Sh

invited fo

tory. mm:i wiihy characlars that loo
ren from a Dall

hare and thars w
have crealed a m
surreat, vet comic
Fead Aloud: Age 4, Read Alone: Age 7.

Read the complete review on the Common Sense Medis Wab
G

Comnon Sense Medie

Falotteoks sovdd the Thres Mactians

flustrated by Michae! Garand (Dullon Ch
nguin Young Readers Group, 2004).

Booke!
This fractired tale L & gt wihe does not ke the rules at
homa and declkds cther planet. Children relate
the story ling of thing avs belng pleasant and the

accasions! desire

=, Chiidren's Cholces

HoE Mot Heot

by Neat Lavion, iilustraied by the suthor
nedlewick Prass, 2004}

Twe woolly mammoths are having

whilnst

s and learming
< the caveman.

cal |

Youngstars will ergay
about the one whose |

o Ei(ﬁi‘fﬁ?%’fs Chicicas

frand Got He Trunk

- wo e
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Feteling of & Rudyard Kipiing tale by Jean
Richards, Hhstrated by Nomman Gorbaty
{Henry Molf, 2003},

Little Elaphant is 30 curlous she just hae o
lrow wihiat m@ crocadie sats for dinnar.

None of her relatives will 1ell her, so st
takes the Kolokelo bird's advice o go directly
i e graat, grev-areen Limpopo River o ask
the raptile in person, A tug of war streiches her snub-nose ko

a useful runk that all elephants hava 1© this day, or 80 the story
goes. Richards' lively ale s 8 wonderhid inlrodustion to classic

{Herature, Or. Jan LaBonty

Mow | Becarne g Pirate

by Melinda Long, Hustrated by David
Shannon {Marcourt Children's Boolks, 2003).
resae countasy of Hareowt, e

Ara you looking for & sea adventure? 1% your

ohild dresms of reasure and wonders whad

& pirata's |
with Jeremy Jecobs and voull ind out, AL first e seams grest
for Jeremy when he joins Braid Beard and his rembunclious
afs, o badime and no negging fo brush vour
=th make life on board ship very appesiing. Bul soon Jeremy

might be fike then sall away

crew. No man

Deging o miss the covdorts of home and realizes thal 2 pirate's
exactly what he wantz. Jannifer Thompson

s may nol be

Lats Play in the Forest While the Wedf Is Not Sround

g w {(Scholastio, 20065,

This ;:}zbf ire book is created from the author's fond chiidhood
memory of 8 Spanish pi
getting dressed. Thea anin
“Lets play in the forest wh
side of the page-spreads,
ready for the moming on the righ ‘SIdE) The woll gets bigger
with each pisce of clothing he
the forpst all the way through ihe
drasesd, Ms face flls the pa

song, and makss s fun game oul of
inn the forest gather and chant
z%\e wodf s not areund” on the left
ie getiing himsedt

s o, The abi Y pley I
book. Wher the walf {s finelly
e and D praclaims, ' am very
hurgry!l” instead of saling the anfmals, he eats pancakes his
way 1o school ;R
ing of the song (radidonasd

mather made and then goss on i

ncludes notes explaining the or

Frenoh znd Spanish), as well as the musics! netation. 32
sages. Fauline Marris

fiing Your Manners, BE Wolf

by Judy Skarre, Houstrated by J. Otlo Sseibold (Knopf, 20071

For years, the Big Bad Woll (BB, Wolf} has baan living at
Villaln Villa 5:: sior Gertar

iy comiont, recelving nothing in the
: L]

mall bt bilts. One day, he ¢ 1 invitation ot

Sioryhook Tes at the libra Wolf, who it has

ver thaught oul hs actions. is 2t & loss about wha

o o the tes, or not? Afley consuliing with b

&, 1 decites o go, hul not withoot ‘raklf‘

5. Combining Judy Sterra’s clever

Page 14 0f 29
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storviadiing aptiities and Seibold’s hilariocus and siylized
Hlustrations, Mind Your Manners B.B. Wollis 2 surs hit with
chiidran and parenis alike. The lesson in manners is so sublle,

kids won't realize (hey are gatling ome, Make sue {0 pay
stention 1o the piclures, asthey sre ohocok full of sifines

e, Keplar's Books

40

Ay Lueky Day!

2

by Kelko Hasze (G, P, Pulham, 2003),

u’\f%"aet’z youdre |8 chumay,

cious-looking,
but lzy plggy, 1 iakes wites o get baths,

masaages, dinner and dessert from
predators that had plarned o eat vou, As

Fox walls on the porkar paw and fool, and

5 Mg

ihe oio nla:

yexd aiop af Besd's house. the reader
g lucky day i really is. O, Jan LaBlonty

discovers wh

Frascing, Bancing i

stratad by John Manders {Diaf
it Young Raaders Groug,
o for dance isopardizes he re as the bell cow.
Mamoo (and the herd, 00) o hool it 83 a sguare
ookatie, and baliedna, always sending messages

She les
clarner
Romis. A
gusngan

Tussday

by David Wiesner (Clariory Books, 1897). This is an early work
by Wiganer, 2007's Caldeco winning Flotsam
author/fiusirator. Frogs. Lots of them. 1 all siarts around
pan, o e Tussday. Almost tolatly wordiess, Tussday takes
into & magical, unny and flighty experience. The frogs stant
their ﬂzg his of fancy in 2 three-panal page et shaws tham
Then ong &s swprised by his fozsting-into-the-air-iy
pad, while the resl waloh bm in deliohd, A turfle on 2 log
mi‘éc@s scm@{hiﬁg above him, Tum the page, and the frogs are
ic Hiiy pad carpetel Look for startied
& expressions on the rogs” faces

wk ig i:sourzf“-;ﬂ.' with eneray.

o

Whar the Library Lights Go O

by Maegan MoDonaid, Hustrated by Katherine Tillotson

(atheneumiRichard Jackson Books, 2005

g vou aver wondersd what happens w
thrary Hghis go out? Come foéﬂ m adv@nium a?

Mussr;m@n
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Mysteries

Aunt Eater Loves & Mysiery

try Doug Cushman (Marpar Trophy, 1887,

This s & great infroduction io the world of myst@.ries for a
proficient beginning reader. [ each of thesa four o .
Aunt Eater defights in solving mvsteries for her frtewm Fur

{Bustrations throuchowd help provide the clues. B4 pagss,

Krisha Roach

Edi

i oo and the Qase of the Missing Jellv Do

{Harper Trophy, 20051

ment of the popuisr Minnie and Moo cow series, a
mhssing and s I that's [eft behind is @ blue feather,
hinfa a8

e farm with feaihers are
dinrie and Moo disguise
that jsfy donut back. 48 pages.

Frivate | Guana The Dase of ihe Missing Chamelaon

aven {Chronicte Booky, 1088

feor dian't oome horme Tor dinner last night and
P Privats L Guana is on the case. After

igh and low, falking to lizards and salamanders,
one piacs left o ook — the wild and cragy Lizard
gt chamsleon in e dress on siage be Leon?

Yaung Tem Jensen & The Lost Tooth

by Davidd Adler (Viking, 12878

The Yeung Cam Jansen Seres is snother
exceifert beginning book series. This series
features Cam, & voung demclive whose real
names is Jennfder. She gats her nickname, Qam
because she has a pholographic memory, fike
a camera. in this story, Cam's friend has lost 8 tooth in art
ciass and o her dismay the oolh dissppears, Wil Cam be sbls
Wy Les hef photographic memory i help solve this mysian?

ifer Thompson

Historica! Fiction

by Vaunda Meison, Hustrated by Colin Boutman (Lemar

Publishing Gr 2004y

This is a mav

y o & plantation in ant fusm
Virgieda, The book deals divecily with many of the hardships
snchirad by enslaved Al i o
War Zouth, from verbal and physicat abuse by the owners and
@ of e planiation © the terrors of ime spent on the
ground Railway. For children ok enou
SOMS a&p@cis of the histortcal setting and ;
vy, iz is an emolionally rewarding and

can American peopie il

ST
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ultimaiely onlimistic story, 40 pages.

Read the complete review o the Dommon Sense Meddia Web
site. _

Publishers Recommended Reading Lavel 6-10, Read Aloud:
&+, Read Alope: 7+ Cormmon Sanse Media

1'% Yo Get g Horse, Samr Adarms?

Hustrated by Tring Fyman (Penguin Pulngm,

Thiz 5 & fun story aboud quirky Sam Adams’s guest for an
ndepandent Ameries (his dog's antics almost siagl

thie
spoilight); both writing and artwerk have humorous maments.

48 DRgss.

Remd the compiate review on tha Common Se

rse padia Web

Sila.

Pubfist

s o e
8.8 Rag

Seasonz! Bloriss

Fanouing

by Jean Luc Fromental (Abrams
Ty January st 2 famity Is sy

defivery: a single panguin from a
mysigrious sender. What's more, the
ae

GEch 45

one peng
undll, by the end of the vear, their
house i g0 stffel with peaguing thal the family has o
£ é::om lmem. This
; — the story is
imaginative and aven includes sounting concepts for some
sducations appeal - and the Hustrations reslly pul il over the
) hay're bold and shmple with 2 ratro appeal. You could read
i%:as; ook & doren mes and s ind & penguin hiding whera
vou'd least expact i1 48 pages, Click here o buy 1
Powsliz,

ﬁa%&étrzuea

i'J
'!}

calabrate a cold New
picturg book is fantastic in more ways ¢

3 COmng paa‘x Juées

ooy
Lola lov
i har basl, after all) that g

her Craarlie (possibly the most patient big LFI}'@’ :

ing her gee w

oy snow -— fust ke a birthday — 5

miEde even iy

spe bv the arm ‘zha% oL oan heve

everyday. Click hers 1o

Shalin Ashdown ano i
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by Marte Lovise Gay {Groundwood, 2000}
it's young Sam's firsf snowdfall, and he has
plenty of questions. Luckily for himy, his big
gister Stelia has a ssemingly endless
o supply of imaginative answers, For
" instarce, when Sam wonders what has

happened fo the pond near thelr house,
Swlia explaing thet ifs fro
silver popsicle " And when braath lurmns inlo fog when

— e B -
zen "ike & ¢

'y ool
out? Well, sccording to Stelia, that's because vour words
freere ard "every word has a different log shape.” With her
quiirky autiook and boundiess ima gmaissr Sits
readers & fun and unconventiong! take on winter. 32 pages,
Click here o buy the b

Sheite Ashdown and the

alia offers young

o Powelis.com.
" Tearn at Powe

Sillingss and Humor

Dgry of & Worm

by Doreen Crondn, Hustratad by Harry Bliss
{Joanna Coller Books, 2003
Mo ohilt can resist the young bDeseball cap

wearing wonm whose dary chroniclas his

averyday adveniyres — whelhar t's playing
with his friendd splder, {easing bis sister, or )

i @ Hokey Pokey with s classmates.
ders, of any

izook just ke this?" !I,IZ'[i Jeny LaBonty

Hilarious fext and cartoon Blustations make rea

age. aak, Mis here ano

Frankie Siein

by Lola M. Schaefer, Hustrated by Kevan Allabemy
Cavendish Children's Books, 2007).

Frankie Stcin is & cwte baby, bul nis parenis fear he will never

e as seary as they are — untll they leam 1o see him for the
unigue Siein that he is in this humorous story. 32 pages.
Childran's Choloes

Gesrge Washington's Cows

by David Small (Farrar. Sraus s Siroux, 18871

Coddied cows upstalrs, plgs runming the houseshold and
iecturing sheap — is L any wonder that Georgs Washingion
fled homes to brave frosty Deleware? Told in rollicking verse
and viriuoso walercoiors, Small's book is a mode! of sconomy

of line and narrative moving 56 B8 you don’t have time o
13 ng. 40 pages.

ar stap chuckl Harents’ Cholce

i Gt Hug

by Sandra Hormdng, Hustrated by Valert Gorbachay
Houges Children's Books, 2008}

angds Granny @ hug, He hug
o nugs Mrs, Porter, who

My, Mevinatthe &

LW

somecne else .

The humar assovizied with each hug na

rigely 1o children, 32 pe . Children's Choices
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edd Aol (Scholastic, 2008,
Buzz meels a fly that can say his name and d

it shouid
b He pet. Trying lo sonvince his parants and the judges ata
pet oordest is another story. 32 paoes. Chilgrer's Choicas

§ Lost My Boar

by Jules Felffer (HamperColling, 15885

£

irterested.
s it possible for a few words and sguigoies to convey hoth
Faiffer does the

nio-style pictures and uproarious text keey

urnor and emoetion? Presto, changoe! Jule
impossiblet 37 nages.
FRa

ad the complete revisw on the Common Serss Madia Web

I

ublisher's Recommandsd Reading Level: Ages 4-8, Read

Aloued: 2-8, Repd Along: 6-8, Common Sense Media

b Pprge

by Kevin Henkes [Greamnwitiow, 18895}
Lilly's prids In her new purse overrides her palisnce and brings
niest irdo condiicl with her leacher, whom she loves. Ambhvalent

smotions. perfactly depiclad, 37 nages. © Pareniy’ Choize

by Alan Katy, lusirated by Edward Koren (Margarel 2.

McEiderey, 2008)

Hyou have o fan of numorous verse in the vein of Jack

\W@;uts@ay of Bhel Shv
He writes poelry hases

o
iT

open Uopsf by Alan Kaiz.
vitd antics of his four ohlldren.
Topivs such as waving fngerprints, fohting with siblings
waiting for the schoo! bus | the pages. Oops!
features 100 of his hilarious poems with rhivmes that will tickis
your kid's funny bone all summer long. 178 pages,

Dantelle Marshall and the Kids” Team ot Powsils.com

Safty and the Some-Thing
by George O'Cormor (Roming Brook Press, 2008).

Y |

One boring moming. Sally decides 1o go fishing ang m

hery s;oﬁ’zewﬁ'ziﬁg," Sally is thrilled, and

sHMY, 5

ciey This

Uﬁaxp@cm& : salifully EiLE?ffFiPQ

dalight, 32 page trent's Choltes

Simash! Mashi Craskl Thers Goes the

i

arz danaka, lusirated by Wil Milen
usier, 2008
apens simply anough, with two g) tolets waling ug

{(Simon &

§ the garbage men making their round

5o e noises make by

e rucke, rumbling e« 5 snoring.”

thar the foous fum o th

aores, giapers, ang 8o o
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her smiley garbage rmen wear "Greasy gloves . . slicky boots .
. stains a-plenty on thelr sulls” and there are flles "a-buzzin'
by the dozen” Will Miltenbrand's vivid ink and egg tempers
iHustrations bring il these stinky detalls o e — nchuding the
truck iiself, which gobbles up sveryihing with gusio, There's a
delinite gross-out etement o the book, but Odanaka’s rhyming
text and enthusiastic fook at an importand joh make this entirely
syiiaide for smell children, 32 pages. © Parents' Olnice

B¢, What's It Like io He & Cai?

by Karla Kuskin, ustreted by Betsy Lewin {Athensum Books

for Young Readers, 2005,
The private lvas of cais are sxpiored in this cuesfion-angd-

answer exchange behvaen @ pracocious young boy and an

rarnety stmalt ozl Young readers will be atracted to the

wilc lsnguage and realistic llustrations from the cal's

viewnoint, 32 pages. Children's Choloes

Tucky and the Winter Games

by Heden Lester and Lynn Munsinger (Moughtor Miffin, 2007).
Everyone ig penguin-orazy these davs. Who can resist thess

lovahles winter birds? Tacky and his friends have bean around
since 1990 and.

Land o compets Inthe Winter Games. Tacky leams thal bein
! ) d

wwwast volume, form Team Nice oy

il

on & lear takes hard work and dedination. The challenge hers
is to keep from laughing out loud with your child at the silly
antfes of Tacky and his Mends. Hilarlous and raucous fun, 32
pagos.

Cranielte Marshali 2

the Kids" Team at Fowsls.com

Thare Was an Ot Lady Wao Swalfowed Ply Guy

by Tedd Arnold {Cartehsel Bocks, 2007).

Here's a creafive spin on the dassic tale of the old woman who
swaliowsd a fiy. s highly recommended by first-graders; the
piciures hilp siudanis decode words they otherwise may not
know, thereby building thelr reading confidence. 32 pages.
Childran's Choloss

Washdsy on Noab's Ark

by Glen Rounds (Moliday House, 1988),
Glan Rounds takes the flood story, bends i complately oul of

L

shape, and strefches T into a ndicvicus, very funny Bl ale.
Mrs, Noab goas into a snit whan 2 bunch of wild animals
fumbier aboard and overorowd the newly finished ark. Nor s

her mood improved by the Tact that she is urabls o wash whils

{1
he 415t day. she is thoroughly disgruniled, and hey
farnily is thoroughly dinty. On that first sunshiny moming, she is

3 stand in her way - most certainty not

i rains,

daterminad (o el nothi

& minor detall like the lack of a clothesline. 32 pages. @

Parenis’ Cholce

Wors Gels a Job

by Kathy Caple (Candlewick Press,
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s Sy
LR S

The cartoon-strip organization of the book
guidas youny readers through the taxd

They enjoved folowing the word bubbias o
find ot what job the voung worm would
take on. Children gingled & the results of
the worm's search for employment,
Children's Cholces

Snorts

Baffering (vl (My First Reader Series)

‘% Prass,

by Wirsten Hall, Blustrated by Anne Kennedy (Childran
AL

This book will appeal o the chiltd who dreams of beooming a
ballet slar, The Bustrated verses. repealad sentence
struciures, and sonirolled vosabulary make this livaly g
acoessible o beginning readers. PES Booldinder

Ot of thay Ballpark

witttan by Alex Rodrigues, Husirated ank Morizon
(HarpsrCuolling, 20075,
The first page of this book reads: "Ba

This iz the perfect read for those kide who sre crazy about the

et Alex lvad for i

sport of basaball and "lve for il New York Yanksessuperstar
Alax Radriguer (&-Rod) telis a fictonalized story about 2 hoy
rizmed Alex, who plays in tha p *wuf 5 and & champlonghip

e gt the ags of 6 work, the spii
s dasorthed

g childhond.

termination and |
in the book are ba
ant acius m:e
the book. 32 pages,

Reading grade tevel 2, lrterest grade fevel K23 £

Hanfiction

The Arts

A is for Music

oy Rathdean Kroll, Bustrated by Slacey iy

200155

WG Ve musiz*‘ i m

‘

Head the comp

& review on e Doy

site.

Haad Aloud: 4+, Read Along: 7.

Museum ARG

oy Matropot

from the Metro pﬁ' ftan Museum of Art in New
York have been sslected o fHustrate o worg
starting with the letter. The pairdings coms from ancient io

]

Page 21 of 29
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rodem tmes, demonstrating the universality of some subjects,
such as apples, cats, games, and light. PES Bookfinder

The Shape Game

by Anthony Browne (Farrar, Straus and Girous, 20032),

With an undercurrent of tamily humor, the author describes
how a family tip o an art musewn inspired m o pursus arnt,
The book will challenge children o ook for the steeg, and
details in paintings they ses. Mavbe they, too, can play ihs
shzpe game in an ad museym, PRI ﬁuakj.szdef

Sfae Jomison

by Manoy fi‘-a =] !$c>h<:*fgaxg 26

Eenjamin Frankiin, Neil Armsirong
and Amelia Barha, Rookis
Biographies is an excellent seriss tor

strongar first-grade readers. The books utilize yrica! language
and challenging vocabulary words, but also offer guidanos with
pronuncistion keys angd word definitions af the end o

ook, The Dr. Mag Jemison |

H

u"&;ﬂi”ty iz one ¢ fnu isvoniies

was she the

rican-American womasn o

pacs, butshe is an accomplished chemionl
enginear and jet pliol, miaking her a ruly exciling role modsd for
girls and boys alike. Krisha Roach

Ficasso and Minou

by P Maltbie, Hlustrated by Pau Estrada {Charlesbridge
FPublishing, 2008},

Using beautifl pen and watercolor Hlustrations that bring the
stary o iife, this book provides information about Fabslo
Fiogsas's fife i g way that ehildren will understand. The special
frienciship and loyalty of Minou, the cat, is hearbwarming. 28
pages. Uhildren's Choloes

Yeanunates

vy Paler Golenbock, tlustrated by Paul Bavon (Vovager Books,
19492).

Whan Jackie Robinson became the fir rican-Armerican (o
olay basebal i the major Begus, racial discrimingtion and
gaton wers rampant. Desplle the protests and pre
one feammate named Pee Wee Resge stood up for Jac

dicg,

tr story abou ag@mary dme in higtory Is impeorfant to

shars with child

Health

A Cood Drivd of Water

by Barbare Kerley (Nalional Geographic Children's Books,
2002y

SE Tatat ey
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Lyrical texl and thought-provoking photographis of children and
thelr familles around the world reveal thelr relationships o our
miosl Dasic nesd: waler. The book afso indudes some shimpis
conservation dps. 32 pages. Krisha Roach

Looking Afer Myself

by Sarah Levele {Copper Beach, 1888).

This book discusses issues children may face
mround safaly, nuirition and emolions, Read
thds book willy vour child a3 2 way to talk aboud
bullying, saving "No” to when
doesn't feet right, and stay

sorathing

healthy through good nu

and exercise. PBE Bookiinder

History

Alens Are Comping! The True Acoount of the 1938 Wear of
ifie Worlds Radio Brosdoast

i frorn Mars landing on Earth. | s actually the

raon Welles' famous 1932 live radio broadeast of
The War of the Worlds, wi caused panic and
hysterla aorosy the counlry desplfe broadeas! disclaimers that
it wan @z‘zéy a 5)351‘5 The pook ﬁiﬁt}lﬁs Ve

1 & radio announear
& surprising o

distinguish fact from
tlack and white and the Sctionat radia play in cofol T”r,;

armusing Bustrations add 1o the book's appesal, WE{I"{
henang’ buggy eves looking strangsaly simila

atpd by Tracy Sabin (Scholaslio, 2008).
it this a;, fing gmp a,;) FParamis

information that
round, A Bloos ated, ang n
armar and m@i s Familles can ik about wiat it must heve

heen fike o live during medieval times. Thevy can compare our

romantic ideal of castie lfe with the more starik e

presentsd n his pop-up. § pages.
Read the oo
sifg.

Publ
7

o5 the

mnen Sense M

, Read Aloud:

at ook nmvic :
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zbout every facel of the state of California - s netural history,
famous peopis and interesting landrmarks. From Alcalraz o
Yosemite to the 21 Califomia missions, childran are introdused
o roany unigue features of the Golden State, This book is part
of the Discover America State by Bate serles, including £ s for
Evergreen (Washinglon), M is for Maylowsr (Massachusetts),
& ts for Bunshing (Florida), and so on, one for each of the 50
states. These books would be 2 wonderhul read befors 2
vacation, a vislt lo velatives or 2 move o 2 new homa, 40
pEges.

Reading grade levell 3, Inferast grade lavel K23, Ellen Philiips

The Plgrim's Firgt Thanksgiving

by Arn MeGowern and Hlustrated by Elroy Freem {Scholasiic,
1883

Ann MoGovern's simple text s an excslisnt way 1o ntroduce
children o the struggles that the Pligrims faced during thebr first
vear at Plyrnouth, This book works best as a read-sioud for

first-graders because of its third-grade reading level. Curicus
raackers will be mesmerized by the vivid detalls of iife aboard
the Mayflower and the buillding of the colony, The ides of
rrraking friends with an ndian named Sguanto proves 1o be
aven more infriguing. Moloverm painis a realistic plolure of the
hardships e colonsis faced and the relationships that were
forged with the Indlans. Perhaps what is most stunning for
yourig readers is learning about the stric! riles and disciniine
children had 1o andure in 16823, 32 pages. Jennifer Thompson

Thardesgiving Is For Giving Thenks

by Margeret Suthsriand and Sonja Lamut {Grossel & Dunlap,
20005

Thanksgiving i the tme of vear whan we think about what we
arg truty thankfol for. This adorable picturs bool lands Hsalf
well o conversations with your chitd about the

oS wWe
shoutid be thankful for. This ook I8 & heartwarming reminder of
the fue meaning of "f;*zanf<sqs"wir'1<;: # time to give thanks for

7 pages. Jeonifar Thompson

The Kéﬁw»rzzc:r% of & Plaglic Eottie: A Story Abagt

v Adison inches, Hiusiraied by Peie Whitehead {Lillle Simon,

The Adventures of & Plastic Bottle 1= narrated by the bottle in
Lt
rranutaciuning line o a stors sheil 1o & garbage car and finally
W & recyoling plent. before YQ@?‘%!EFQET‘Q thirpugh 4

as il goes on a journey from a refinery plard o &

s wondsrs of
pdastic recycling, as o leece jacket. Meaders sharg the

axperienoss and nner thoughls contained I the botile's

e hook ig srierlaining and af the same lime s

antries. T

at
grnﬁ{mrw@ bahind

oparing, pointing ouf the eociogical st
consumer products and the respurces used o make them, 24

.
pages. Danielie Marshall

i e
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The Beslls Alphabet Book

by Jerry Pallotia, Hustrated by David Biedmzyokd,
{Chartesbridge Publishing, 2004

Aninformative and fun way for the resder o leam what a
heetle i and sl Hlustrations help the repder see the

aspecis of the featured beetes. Upper and iowercases nliers
are inchided on each page, and there's subtis humor
throughout. Children’s Choless

Carolina's Story: Sea Turtles Get Sick Tou!

by Donng Rathmell, pholography by Sarbars J. Bergwer!
{Syivan Dell Publishing, 20053,

'rm“ photo essay clvoricles the mscus, reatment arg ult

k4o the ocean of g critical

it logoerhead sea
wegh the sauthor goe
& Lrtle's observable

& Acuzrium. Al
behavior by

ture, tig book might be
i through difficult medical treatment and
animal overs, The
el b soressitls

= vooabulgry foamat af

H 1?‘”{,.@?

Chamealeon, Tha

tyy Joy C
ZHO5Y
Feaders follow a colorful M

Bishon {Schelasiic Press,

ssGar panther chameleon on
i forest home. Nig Bishon's ax

his travels through b
close-up folloolor ph{}%«:}gra@htﬁs allow readers io
unusual physical sppearance and behavior of this an

rracrdinary
ate tha
i
including & stop-aciion shot of the chamelecn snaring a

catarpiiiar with its long tongue. The simple text of the hook

oitor gl the s of

aranted by an additional notes
book. 3% nages.

itarest s

| Fhifiips

The foky B

Iy

by Jorry Pa
i, dels be lechn

1 Masiello {Trampet, 1992
sreeny crawhiss are exactly

feal, no
msasis: soma are arachniis, dislopods, or ocrustaceans E?mé
‘ﬁeg are definilely praty wky bugs. Palolia has s i
"")i gs" i his concept book inclhuding sight &
g, and 24 Periodical Cleadas. Not only will you i
e usad for medicne
wach o, the discemi

Hrkbugs, 1

1 that Monay Po

raader will notice 1

ale; B0 book i revers sdrwing with one
Zabra Swallowia y antl conciudg 25 Army Ants,

Bole-lmcad mambars and num

filedd with codorid detall and
Jan baBonty

Tressury: A First Look gf (he Neturel World
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This is & beautifully produced first reference book for vouny
children, Answering vour child's guestions about plants,
animals, air, water and just about anyihing else having o do
with naturs is easy with this book in hand. Broken up info 22
sactions, the book covers topics like "How Animals Grow”, "Soll
Up Close” and "What Animals Ea1” With double-page-spreads
depiciing emsyst&ms ranging from savanna to tundra, this
ook will have Kids searching the panoramas for the animals
that live in those parts of the world, Large lsbeled ovals with
the animals superimposed on them act as guides, so children
car scalt the scenes o ind where the sea stars are hiding in
the cural reel, or the sidewindesr in the desert. Children will be
aenchanted with the reglistic, fush illustrations. 48 pages.
Pauline Haris

The Pofar Bears' Home: A Blory About Globa! Warming

by Lare Bargen, iustraied by Vincent Mguyen {(Little Simon,
2008}

Mede with recyclad paper, this booll shows how global
warniing affects two polar bear cubs and their family. Part of
the new, sco-friendly Litle Green Books line from Litte Simon,
The Polar Bears' Home includes tins %or kids on what they can
do w help siow down giobal warming, without scaring them. An
upbeal, educational argd topical piciure book. 24 pages.
Denielle Marshal

Raptiles

written by Simon Holland, sditad by Mary Ling (DK Publishing,
20023

Reptiles are endiessly fascinaling fo kids, 5o this ook should
be appesling {o voung non-fiction lovers. The book iz alsa
packed with fun, interesting facts that Kids will love, for
axample, "A chamslecn's ongue is ac long ac the rest of s

body.” The coloriud, eve-catching photos on sach page feative

thase scaly creaturas up-close and persana!l in thelr natural
habitatz. Published

by Doning Kindersiey, publisher of the

wiithy pooular Evewdiness Beries, this sones Is aimed at a

voungar groupn of readers with simpler vocabulary and &
n gach page. The 3

ariy
book is o hit with your chiig
e Wonder series: Big Oat

e}'me ned in conte

are seven more i the £

Bugs, Expiorer, Mammals, Ocean, Rain Forest, Rivers and
Lakes, Space. 48 paaes.
Reading grade level 3, Inferast level grade K-3. Sllen Philips

The Thras Ry Bsuge, Reduoe, Reoyele

by MNuria Foca, llustrated by Rosa M, Curto (Bamran's
Educ:%im;ms Sertes, 2007

The fffa‘e F's twaches kids the my ways t
aste e

rerling

wdes four pages of acli

Tollowed by & two-o for parents, expiaining

subject it mors i:fe!a:e,. 3% pages. Danielle Marshall

en/
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Unsversauruys

by Addan Polis {David Fickiing Booke, 2007
Of

{inevarsaurns | i fun Uicé s on g dinossurs name: }:‘GU nenser

the dinesaur books that have cressed my dask,

saw us"y never fails to caplure alierntion. The best way o

ancourage vour ohild 1o read is 1o caler o thelr inferssts with
the bod

by ginosaurs? impre

sks vou choose: And what i"%rsi:mgrac:ie: is rol fascinaded
assively Hustrated and comically writlen,
o o thei

ires children 1o draw so T

his book in DT BORTED

chnclusions by showing how pzﬂ!aﬁnméo & plenad

CRarfed for a
rice, Uneversaurus will be a sumimsy Tavoile.

Fand the Kids” Team at Po

cem

Tha words "You

PEESES

from g rough fears
(¥ s cat ak out.. P o

kinship {"Wher he stood on the oliffs, the weves
gy

*n was ahie o loss water from & glass
arid E'%awe oo {

ok, ke @ yo-wo ™

name (h e boy™) and the delibsrate.
this & feeling of uni
ant great solemnity while the luminous nagas — it by
strange inderior fght — Jend a dreamiike guality 1o evary scene.
This s 8 book that will appeal to the quist, inquiring, and
infrospactive child who 8668 — or seeks — mystery and

catiences of

o)

Faranis' Choice

i e everydsy world, 32 pages.

Why? The Bast ;&“w«; Qremption and
ok Blature, Science anc

wl. s broken

o

ime Que
Why s soap so slippary?} and "Ritchen Cusstions” {
do onions make voul ory?) Krishs Boach

inlo bite stre CaE{ZOi}E’i{?&\ sunh as "Bath

Why Do Leaves Change Color?

ternperature
leaves wm magnificent oolors
and why do they change colors?

wsstion s enswarad in Messtr @ picturs book, i

vt are loniking for activides ¢ wgRore Aulumn

= with your child
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Jernifer Thompson

Beet Qi Exparis

iz = children's ibrarizn with the San Francisco
Public Library, and the mother of three daughiers, all under the

age of 6.

4 is the librarian at San Francisco's Clarendon
Elamentary School, s ¢ nguished School. Dadene
has beer Clarsndor's librarizn for 20 years, during which time

bty her son ang her v crachuated from the schooi,

3y, Jds onty in @ protessor in the School of Education at

the Universily of Monians,

s @ former longiime

. nost notably for Fowsil's Hooks i
L Oregon, She continues her love of
8 book related by now working as the
marketing manager for Beyorgd Words
Publishing, best known as the publisher of
The Secrel. When nol working or reading, you
can fing Danielle with 2 saucepan or an Pod in her hands.

Elign | = holds & masier's degres in tibrary ang
Nformation management and has been a Hbrarian in the
Saddisback Valley Unifled Schoo! Disteict in California Tor 22
vaars. 5he has worked in both elemendary and sscondary
Hhr

and mansged motivational reading programs for bolh

as, created recommendad book Hste for K12 teachars

slementary end secondary schod! students.

of by gtown daughlers, both avid readers.

reis the mothey

Krimhse &

tiey Roach i an sarly ecucsation admin
former book seller for over 18 years she created reading

lisie
for K-12 teachers. Krisha is the mother of three boye, ages 135,
Wand 2

Jenpier Thompson s 2 Reading Specialist for the Manassas
City Public Schoots in Virginia. She was

zeently swarded the

Washingion Post's Agnes Mever Qulstanding Teachsr of the
Yeaar Awsrd. Jennifer has 18 years of lesching experience, &

Master's Degree in Curriculum and Instruction. and & Reading
Specialist
License for K12

a project of the

Councll, s an

annuai list of favorite books chosen by
chitdren.

S tha iy 5 nonprofit

BnsE Ladd 1o helping parents

[Sercieenic 02

organization deg

Page 28 of 29
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nment choloas for their

make inforrmed madia and
families,

4 fhe right book,
ook iy the hands

autios, oomputer
shres, lis milssion
healp tdds arow -
mentally "

RS Parents On PES Para

PG Web site, yvoullfind a |

s, 8 BEDHON G
rivre callod

Bookfinder, whers you can discover books

0 the age of vour ohild,

From a storefront in 187

Fowetls Books, anindepandent

oukstore, has grown o 8 meoos

= with six tpcafions in he Portland ares and an aw

wAnning YWal site.

vayy 2008

More on Graat

g {or Prasonooians

Books for Kindergariners

Zeike for Third-Gra

& fuy Fi







